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M ontana is a state blessed with an
abundance of natural resources.

Its forest lands supply the state with
beauty and act as a collector, filter, and
distributor of clean water on which
plants, animals, and humans depend.

A streamside management zone,

or “SMZ,” is a buffer strip that
provides necessary water quality
protection, critical fish and wildlife
habitat, and actively regulates high
flood flows.

Improper timber harvesting in the SMZ
can cause erosion and water quality
problems and degrade its integrity.

With this in mind, the 1991 Montana
Legislature passed the Streamside
Management Zone Law. This law
also mandated the development of
administrative rules, which became
effective March 15, 1993.*

* This booklet addresses only the Montana
SMZ law and rules. Other federal, state, or local
laws may apply to your operation.
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Symbols used in this booklet

< means less than

< means less than or equal to

> means greater than

= means greater than or equal to
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You may reproduce or copy any portion
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publication as the source.
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