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The SwanValley is rural and
wild. It is a rich environment
where people and a natural
diversity of native plants and
animals thrive. People learn
and work together to ensure
that the ecosystem’s resources
are protected, responsibly used,
and available for all future
generations.

Our Vision for the Future

Maintain a strong, vital
community involved in setting
its own destiny through
partnerships that encourage
sustainable use and care of
public and private lands.

Our Mission
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From Land Conservation to Restoration Jobs

Letter from the Chair

Dear Friends:

= The year 2009 will stand out as momentous in the history of
the Swan Valley. Nearly 45,000 acres of timberlands trans-
ferred from Plum Creek Timber Company to The Nature Con-
servancy and The Trust for Public Land, for later transfer to
the Flathead National Forest. These acres, historically intermixed with federal pub-
lic land, became national forest in early 2010 through the Montana Legacy Pro-
ject. If all goes as expected, nearly 20,000 acres within the State of Montana
checkerboard will become state lands beginning in 2011.

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC), along with many other agencies and nonprof-
its, has assumed leadership and responsibility in land conservation since the late
1990s, when the Forest Service acquired Plum Creek parcels around Lindbergh
Lake. In subsequent years, following countless meetings with residents and partners,
the conservation of prime timberland in the Swan Valley took place one square-mile
at a time—until a provision in the 2008 Farm Bill enabled the Montana Legacy
Project. Though momentous, the Montana Legacy Project ensures that not much
will actually change. The Swan Valley will remain prime forestland, with public
access and habitat for native wildlife and plants.

Our opportunities to achieve our forest stewardship goals in the Swan Valley
have increased since our inception in 1996, as we have built credibility and ex-
panded capacity within SEC to pass significant public dollars on to landowners for
restoration, fuels reduction, weed management and wildlife habitat improvements.
In September we received a major American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
grant, enabling landowners to employ local contractors for forest stewardship pro-
Jects. By the end of the year, we had initiated over 70 projects in the Swan Valley
that employed nearly every local contractor, utilizing the ARRA grant and several
smaller grants. Additionally, we joined our partners in the Southwest Crown of the
Continent (Swan, Clearwater and Blackfoot Valleys) to apply for a 10-year $40
million federal grant to achieve stewardship and restoration goals in our three For-
est Service Ranger Districts. If successful, the grant will provide reliable opportuni-
ties for local contractors and support our plans to develop biomass utilization ca-
pacity in the three watersheds.

With all this to build on, our goal, as in the past, is to sustain our tradi-
tional forest livelihood for the long-term. About 66,000 acres of former Plum Creek
timberlands and thousands of acres owned by private residents will be in need of
stewardship and restoration for decades. With your help we will continue encourag-
ing public involvement in forestland management and supporting the use of local
contractors for public and private land stewardship.

Sincerely, Neil Meyer



Forest Stewardship on Public and Private Land Wetlands Restoration

In 2009, Swan Ecosystem Center moved land management agencies and the public One of the most unique and ecologically
into land stewardship in big way. We about timber management on national forest significant aspects of the Swan Valley is its
awarded over $221,000 to over 70 landown- and state land in the Swan Valley. vast array of small and mid-sized wetlands.
ers for forest stewardship projects. Our in- When a diverse group of citizens is in- These wetlands, and all of the connected
vestment in driving land stewardship signifi- volved at the early stages of planning, and riparian linkages running between them,

cantly impacted the

local economy, em-

ploying nearly every
forest contractor.

when people are receptive to function as high quality habitat for many of
information and new ideas, our most sensitive species, both plant and
better land management is often animal.

the result.

In 2009, we co-hosted three
field trips and public meetings
to engage citizens in planning
for proposed timber sales.

Private Lands

We provide land-
owners with technical S
and financial assistance = e
to develop long-term e
forest stewardship plans that reduce for-
est fuels around homes and maintain eco-
logical function and natural resource
values.
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Matthew Brothers Construction installing the
water control device for the Heekins’ wetland
restoration project.

Stewardship Goals

Our forests are among the most di-
verse and productive in Montana. They
are vital to sustaining the Swan Valley
community. We bring public and private
landowners and managers together to
assure that the forests of the Swan Valley

Wetlands also perform important ecosys-
tem services such as water purification, flood
continue to support a local wood prod- control and groundwater recharge. Wetlands
ucts industry, healthy wildlife popula- in the Swan Valley are threatened by conver-
tions, diverse native plant communities, a L to R: Swan Ecosystem Center land steward Mike sion, typically by draining for pasture or
source of clean water, and ample recrea- ~ Palladini, DNRC service forester Allen Branine, dredging for ponds.
tional opportunities. We encourage the ¥ 1STA volunteer Ali Vissichelli, landowner Tom We work with public and private partners
use of local contractors in public and Heekin, and contractor Jim Webb on Tom and in the Swan Valley to protect natural wetland

. . . Lucinda Heekin’s land. Tom and Lucinda Heekin . . L
private forest stewardship projects. ) - : function and to restore high priority wet-
developed their stewardship plan after attending the .
lands. Our goal is to further local steward-

2009 MSU Forest Stewardship Workshop for Private

Public Lands Landowners held at SEC. The Heekins’ goal was to ship of wetlands by providing opportunities
We offer field tours and public meet- ey ce forest fuels and maintain biodiversity in a for local contractors to acquire wetland res-
ings to improve understanding among dense 85-year-old lodgepole stand. toration skills.

In 2009, The Wetland subcommittee

. worked with other subcommittees to de-
Noxious\Weeds velop the watershed restoration plan.

Swan Valley residents and public land Also in 2009, Swan Ecosystem Center
managers are controlling noxious weeds with : ' helped Lucinda and Tom Heekin restore a
funds from the Montana Noxious Weed seasonal wetland that had been drained for
Trust Fund (MNWTF) and with the help of pasture early in the 1900s. In spring 2010,
education programs offered by the Missoula their wetland attracted dozens of waterfowl.
County Weed District and Swan Ecosystem
Center.

The Swan Valley Cooperative Weed Man-
agement Area plan developed in 2006 and
encompasses 340,771 acres of public and

Regarding Forest Stewardship Planning:

“We had a great meeting with

Roger (Marshall) last month. We really

appreciated the walk around our prop-

erty....we learned a lot about what is

going on there and got some good prelimi-

nary ideas about what we might do.”
Mary Shaw, Salmon Prairie

- g
private lands in portions of Missoula and In 2008-09, 22 participants treated weeds

Lake Counties. The plan makes it possible for on over 900 acres of private and national
SEC and the Missoula County Weed District forest land.

to qualify for the grant funding.



Wildlife

The Swan Valley is a great place for wild-
life viewing. Those of us who live and work
here enjoy seeing wildlife on a regular basis
and usually encounter a variety of critters as
we go about our daily activities. It’s no secret
that most of our houses, cabins and barns are
located right in the middle of prime wildlife
habitat, giving us many opportunities to bet-
ter understand and interact with our feath-
ered and furry neighbors. Whether you are a
full-time or seasonal resident, information is
available at Swan Ecosystem Center to give
you tips and ideas on living with wildlife in
the Swan Valley.

In 2009, the Wildlife subcommittee
joined with others to work on the basin-wide
watershed restoration plan.

Swan Valley
Bear Resources

Bears lead a risky life sharing the Swan
Valley's rich, natural habitat with humans.
Not only are they occasionally hit by vehi-
cles, we lure them into our backyards by
careless management of garbage, pet food,
bird feeders, and other attractants, forcing
wildlife officials to “manage” the bear for our
protection. Swan Ecosystem Center is work-
ing with partners to protect humans and
bears, and prevent property damage. The
Swan Valley Bear Resources helps people
avoid conflicts with bears and other wildlife.

a-x.qt 1-'.é -' :
._ * I r‘ r‘}r
i t Fis _! . M
Grizzly testlng acooler at the Grizzly and
Wolf Discovery Center in West Yellowstone.

Regarding Swan Valley Bear
Resources programs: “It’s big
what you guys are doing. There’s
no substitute. | don't think the
bears would even be here without

you.”
Tonya Chilton Montana FWP
Grizzly Bear Trend Monitor

Watershed Restoration Plan

In 2009, Swan Ecosystem Center con-
vened the Forest Stewardship, Native Fish,
Water Quality, Wetland and Wildlife sub-
committees of the over-
arching Swan Lands
Coordinating Commit-
tee to develop a water-
shed restoration plan
that addresses issues on
land and water from the
Swan-Clearwater Di-
vide to the outlet of
Swan Lake, between the
crests of the Swan and
Mission Mountalns

will be adaptlve to -
changing conditions and &S
responsive to new
knowledge. It will fos-
ter collaboration and cooperation among
stakeholders and community members, while
acknowledging individual agency and group

Water Quality

Clear, cold waters emerge from the Mis-
sion Mountains and the Swan Range and flow
through the 410,000-acre Swan River water-
shed joining the Flathead River and eventu-
ally reaching the Pacific Ocean by way of the
Columbia River.

The Swan Valley holds more surface water
than any other Montana watershed; 16 per-
cent of the land is wet. Water collects in
hundreds of pot holes, ponds, lakes, marshes
and wetlands, and a 1,300-mile network of
streams transports water through the valley.

These wet areas and streamsides provide
significant high quality habitat for native fish
and wildlife and clean water for humans.

In 2009, Swan Ecosystem Center and the
Flathead National Forest completed road
restoration in the Herrick Run area to reduce
sedimentation to lakes and streams, and
monitored water quality in the Swan River
and several of its tributaries, an ongoing ef-
fort to determine trends and learn whether
restoration efforts are effective. Funding
came from Montana DEQ, the Flathead Na-
tional Forest, and private donations, with
considerable in-kind contributions from part-
ner organizations.

A water quality technical advisory group
oversaw the projects and worked to develop
the watershed restoration plan.

limitations. This non-regulatory document
will serve as a framework for restoration of
the Swan’s aquatic, hydrologic, and terres-

trial ecosystems and their beneficial uses.
A draft of the Swan Basin Restoration Plan
will be available for review in summer 2010.

Native Fish

The Swan River and several of its tributar-
ies provide significant habitat for bull trout, a
federally-listed threatened species. Nearly
half of the bull trout spawning redds on the
Flathead National Forest are found in the
clear, cold streams of the Swan watershed.

Karen N|chols photo

The Native Fish subcommittee encourages
a coordinated, collaborative effort to manage
and monitor native fish in the Swan Basin. In
the short-term the subcommittee is focused
on determining the status of the resident
westslope cutthroat trout population and is
planning a coordinated management strategy
for the species, similar to the coordinated
restoration plan for bull trout, already in
progress.

In 2009, Swan Ecosystem Center con-
vened the Native Fish subcommittee to help
develop the basin-wide watershed restoration
plan and work collaboratively to protect
native fish.



Montana Legacy Project

We work with several agencies and organizations through the
Conservation Strategies subcommittee to maintain the traditional
uses of private working lands in the Swan Valley. Conservation
efforts are focused on protecting lands with ecological significance
and keeping them open for public access and timber management.

In 2009, we worked to inform people about the Montana Leg-
acy Project, a cooperative effort among many organizations, in-
cluding Swan Ecosystem Center, to conserve about 66,000 acres
of Plum Creek Timberlands. A major benchmark in 2009 was
reached with the acquisition of nearly 45,000 acres of former tim-
berlands in the Swan Valley.

Temporarily acquired in 2009 by The Nature Conservancy and
The Trust for Public Land (national land trust organizations), these
lands were transferred to the Flathead National Forest in March
2010. Approximately 20,000 acres intermixed with the Swan
River State Forest will be acquired in 2010 by the land trusts for
eventual transfer to state ownership.

Wilderness & Backcountry Care

Swan Ecosystem Center's backcountry rangers care for over 90
miles of trails and more than 200 remote campsites in the Mission
Mountains Wilderness
and along the Swan
Front. The rangers
disseminate informa-
~ | tion about Leave No
Trace techniques and
¥ the Forest Service
Food Storage Order
" that protects people
4 and wildlife.
== %= Dozens of volunteers
4 provide hundreds of

hours of labor each year.

This cooperative program with the Flathead National Forest is sup-
ported by the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Recreation Trails Pro-
gram, the National Forest Foundation, the U.S. Forest Service and
private donations.

Elk Creek Conservation Area

The Elk Creek Conservation Area is a
square-mile parcel of land at the conflu-
ence of Elk Creek and the Swan River,
owned by Swan Ecosystem Center and
the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes. Elk Creek is one of the most im-
portant bull trout streams in Montana. :

In 2009, SEC grew 1,000 cottonwood
and willow seedlings from seeds collected
in the Swan Valley. The saplings will be
planted in 2010 along the streamsides to |5 ‘
reduce bank erosion. The saplings will be protected with fencmg
from over-browsing by deer, elk and moose.

2009 Financial Statement

The year 2009 was
a dramatic year for
Swan Ecosystem
Center. Our reputa-
tion as land stewards
and as a vital commu-
nity resource, and
our track record of
fiscal responsibility,
made us eligible for
new government
grant investments,
most of which are
going directly to
landowners employ-
ing local contractors
for forest stewardship
activities from fuels re-
duction to wetland resto-
ration.

Donations from indi-
viduals and private foun-
dations made it possible
for us to meet the match-
ing funds requirements.

We were able to em-
ploy two land and forest
stewards to assist private
landowners, in addition
to our education and
outreach staff.

The year 2009 was a
bold step to a bright fu-
ture. 2010 promises to be
another landmark year.
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Revenue 2008 2009

Government Grants 170,999 489,532

Private Donations, 140,213 136,899

Foundations

Program Services 26,219 4,99

Investment Income (2,806) 37,081

Other Revenue 12,601 10,139
Total Revenue 347,226 678,647
Expenses

Landowner Grants 10,644 221,971

Awarded

Salaries, Benefits 190,556 206,518

Contracted Services 110,183 145,326

Other Expenses 50,809 83,143
Total Expenses 362,192 656,958
Change in Net Assets  (14,966) 21,689

SEC Sources of Income

250000

Fuiales

150000 +

100,000+

008

{50,000

B Donations

B Foundations NGO
Grants

B Gov't Agency Grants

B Landowner Steward-
ship Project Grants

M Program Services,
Events, Merchandise

Investment Income




Larrine & Russ Abolt
Karen Anderson
Kvande Anderson
Leita Anderson

Pat Andrews

Jeff & Pat Aresty
June Ash

Ned Banning

Neffi Bartell

Emily & George Beck
Bill & Katharine Beers
Austin Binder
Havanna Binder
Rick Birdwell

Dawn & Rick Bishop
Lex Blood

Mo Bookwalter
Allen Branine

Bill Brenner

Carol Brodie

Elena Brown

Jeff Brown

Kim Brown

Chris Bryant

Dan & Sheri Burden
Art Busby

Pat Busby

Jacob Casebolt
Mariah Childs

Mike Childs

Chuck & Paula Clarke
Lily Clarke

Will Clarke

Dale & Karen Conley
Owen Conley

Bob & Sue Cushman
Carol Daly

Anne Dahl

Brian Dahme

Dave & Joanne Davis
Larry Deeds

Juan de Santa Ana
Roger Donald

Larry & Merrily Dunham
Ken & Susan Dvorack
Jennifer Dyer

Erika Edgely

Betsey & Steve Ellis
Diann Ericson
Jordan Everson

Polly & Rick Ferguson
Mary & Tom Fitzsimon
Elaine Flood
Dwayne Forder

Ray Fox

Terry Franchi

James Freyholtz
Adam Gereg

Paul Gereg

Lisa Gerloff

Leslie & Tom Giles
Ted Graf

Charlie Grant

Patti Grant

Glen & Sally Gray
Erick Green

Ellie Greenough
Leanna & Rip Grubaugh
Linda Guizzo

Kari Gunderson
Joanne & Vern Guyer
Carolyn Guynn
Colleen Harrington
Dan & Pam Hamilton
Robin Hamilton
Marybeth Hennessy
Denise Hilario
Betsey Hipkins
Emma Hipkins

Jake Hipkins

James Hipkins

Shari Hirst

Leslie Hodgskiss

Linnea Hodgskiss

Zac Hodgkiss

Ashley Holmes

Jessie Hood

Justin Hood

Katie Hood

Debbie Hulett

Candy Hummel
Andy & Polly Huppert
Helen Ike

Lucinda Jann

Bud & Chris Jewett
Roger Johnson

Jan & Ron Jones
Marianne Judge

Pam Keller

Jack Kennedy

Olivia Kennedy

Boyd Kessler

Jared Kesterson

Wes Kesterson

Anita & Dosung Kim
Ben Kim

Justin Kim

Ryan Kim

Kathy Kinzfogl

Kathy Koors

Bob & Ruth Korn
Terry & Donna Krebsbach
Claudia & Marty Kux
Labbs Family

Ona Lake

Mike Lake

Lucas Lamar

Sharon & Steve Lamar
Danielle Lampersberger
Heather Lampersberger
Tanya Lampersberger
Beth Layman

Gary Lazarowski
Alan Leftridge

Erik Leithe

Adam Lieberg

Janet Linderman
Jessie & Mike Lund
Dan &Sharon MacQuarrie
Dee Mahoney

Roger Marshall
Daniel Martin

Jeff Mason

Brian McCleery

Carla McCleery

Gary McCleery
Gregory McCleery
Laurie & Scott McCleery
Mike McGrew

Joan & Tom McGuire
Stevie Meade

Ben Mendenhall
Coleen & John Mercer
Dixie & Neil Meyer
Jan Mielke

Ken Miller

Ruthie Mizner-Welch
Dennis & Nina Monson
Bill & Jean Moore

Bud Moore

Leonard Moore

Vickie Moore

Aurora Morgan

Rich Morgan

Shane Morigeau

Jerye Motschman
Pam Muskett

NwC Students
Harriet Nelson

Nan Nelson

Rich Nelson

Alan Newall

Colleen & Stan Nicholson
Mark Nicholson
Susan & Jack Novosel
Pat O'Herren

Tom Opdahl

Frank Owens

Kay Owens
William Owings
Mike Palladini
Gary Palm

Danni Parcell

Mitch Parcell
Wrangell Parcell
Melanie & Tom Parker
Bill & Pam Peabody
Jim & Terry Quinn
Robert Rasmussen
Keith Ream

Nathan Richardson
Ted Richardson
Bobbie Jo Robinson
Gene Roeslar

Jenny Rohrer

Loren Rose

Sue & Turk Rowlands
Mark Ruby

Vickie Russell
Gordy Sanders
Salmon Prairie School
Seeley Swan High School
Marian Seaman
Dave Sharbono
Lynne Shoup

Grace Siloti

Gordon Somerville
Jack & Pat Sowka
Patti Sowka

Betsy Spettigue
Georgina Staggs
Cori Stanek

Anna Stevenson
Jessy Stevenson
Lyndee Stevenson
Mike Stevenson
Roberta Stroden
Caitlin Stone

Dan & Susan Stone
Nathan Stone

Mary Stone

Herb Styler
Summit Prep. School
Swan Valley School
Martha Swanson
Jesse Swigert

Susie Talkington
Alan & Susan Taylor
Rich & Sally Thomason
Ben Thompson
Gene & Patti Tingle
Mark Vander Meer
Suzanne Vernon
Allison Vissichelli
Paula Walsh

Liza Ward

Jim Webb

Gina White

Kamrie White
Leonard White

Jon Wittrich
Margot Wilcox
Taylor Wilcox
Mary Lou Wilhelm
Jill & Rich Wiseman
Dodie Wood

Ed & Marilyn Wolff
Carmen Wyant
Judy Yajko

Aurora Yates

Issac Yates

Pam Yates

Sam Yates

Becky Zehntner



Larrine & Russ Abolt
Advanced Benefits

Mary & Richard Aley

Allegra Printing

Doug & Mary Anderson
Steve Anderson

Kvande Anderson

Leslie Anderson & Tom Cook
Alis & Richard Arrowood
Gordon Ash & Susan Kemper
Jamie Ash & Erin McDonough
Rod & June Ash

Anne Ashbaugh & Pete Klein
Nancy Ball & Barney Jette
Bill & Judy Banning

Ned & Laura Banning

Chris Barnes

John Bates

Patrick & Charlotte Beatty
Emily & George Beck

Bill & Katharine Beers

K.J. Bell

Josephine & Dr. James Bennington
Caroline & Dr. David Berner
Cindy Betka

Ann Atwood Biggs

John Biggs III

Rick Birdwell

Dawn & Rick Bishop

Judy Bradley

Bill Brenner

James & Susan Brown

Ron & Kelly Bullock

Ralph Burchenall

Dan & Sheri Burden

Kerrie Byrne & Steve Thompson
Erika & Tom Camp

Dr. Thomas Caughlan
Colleen & Jerry Cebula
Samsara Chapman

Paula & Chuck Clarke
Clearwater River Realty

Dale & Karen Conley

Dave & Petra Coover

Mary Ann & Shaun Corette
Patty Corbette

Dr. Eric Cress & Linda Hom
Cygnet Lake Property Owners
Anne Dahl

Carol Daly

D.A. Davidson

Joe Deandreis

Monte Dolack

Jill & Scott Doyle

Dave & Janet Downey

Jim & Wendy Drasdo

Henry Drenth

Annie Dueker

Dale Dufour

Merrily Dunham

Ken & Susan Dvorack
Victoria Edwards & Paul Rudd
Betsey & Steve Ellis

Claire Emery

Jane Latus Emmert

Donna Erickson & John Koenig
Diann Ericson

George & Jenise Eskridge
Fred & Maria Fanizzi
Carolyn & Ken Farmer
Margaret Ferrell

First Valley Bank

Mary & Thomas Fitzsimon
Elaine Flood

Terrence Flood

Susan H. Ford

Pam Forder

Ray Fox

Dick & Sally Fredricks
Glacier Raft Company
Larry & Pam Garlick

GE Foundation

Leslie & Tom Giles

Larry & Marsha Gilmore
Good Food Store

Ted Graf

Debra Grahl & Roger Wade
Charles & Patti Grant
William & Jeannette Gregg
Grizzly Claw Trading Company
Grounded Eagle Foundation
Rip & Leanna Grubaugh
Joanne & Vern Guyer
Peter & Carolyn Guynn
Kari Gunderson

Pam Hamilton

Cherie Hansen

Harr Family Foundation
Doug & Gael Harris

Brent & Michelle Harshbarger
Kol Harvey

Linda & Mark Hawkins
Tom & Lucinda Heekin
Les & Mary Heim
Charlotte Heldstab

Craig Hergert

David & Tami Hirschfeld
Shari Hirst

Nicholas Hodges

Carol Hoffnagle

Holland Lake Lodge
Diane McCue Hollinger
Anna & Lukas Horejsi
Charles & Gloria Horejsi
Marilyn & F.C. Horner
Kurt & Judy Howeler
Hungry Bear Steak House
Hungry Horse Liquor Store
Gail & Loyd Isbelle

John & Pat Jacobs

JCCs

Chris & Bud Jewett

Dean Johnson

Julie & Jeffrey Jones

Bill Junkemier

Karl Tyler Chevrolet

Fern Kauffman

Peter Keefer

Annie Keifert

John & Pam Keller

Lucia Kelley

Cathy & Winton Kemmis
Scott Kennedy

Johnathan & Annie Kilgour
Brian & Deborah King
David & Patricia Kulzer
Kathy Kinzfogl & Brian Parks
Len Kobylenski

Carol Koepcke

Tony Koessler

Richard Koors

Kathy Koors

Bob & Ruth Korn

Julie Kotschevar

Sandy & Steve Kratville
Loren Kreck

Claudia & Marty Kux
Mike & Betty Lake

Ona Lake

Boris Lakusta

Sharon & Steve Lamar
John Lambing

Langlas Associates

Bill & Jean Langlas
Margaret Langlas

Keith Lanier

Donn Lassila

Alan Leftridge

Janet Linderman
Lindbergh Lake Property Owners
Jean Lix

Joni & Dr. Donald Lodmell
Robert & Inez Love

Dan & Sharon MacQuarrie
James Maier

Ernest & Marilyn Mancini
Judith & Robert Maxwell
George & Connie McCabe
Elinor McDonough

Kevin McGowan

Paul & Holly McKenzie
Joan & John McMahon
Dixie & Neil Meyer

Tom & Helen Michael
Sharon Milar

Miracle Ear Center

Dianne Mockler

Dennis & Nina Monson
Bill & Jean Moore

Bud Moore, Coyote Forest
Michael Morton

Jerye Motschman

Claudia Narcisco

Alan & Susan Newell

Stan & Colleen Nicholson
Northern Lights Development
Jack & Susan Novosel
Christian & Julie Nygren
Julie Rae O’Connor

Mark Ogle

C. Michael O’'Hearn

Pat O'Herren

Olivia Olsen

John & Judi O’Steen

David & Kathryn Owen
Gary Palm

Paws Up Resort

Pam Peabody

Jeffrey & Maryann Pearson
Marsha Penner

Deb & Leo Perkins

Keith & Marilyn Peterson
Mike & Susie Peterson
Vern Peterson

Jack & Rosemary Pierce
Charles Piper

Peter & Anne Pitterle

Cork Platts

Plum Creek Timber Co, Inc
David & Sandra Pogge
Madeline Fishel Pope

Dick & Neva Porte

Jay & Mary Kay Proops
Tony & Laura Quadros
Jim & Terry Quinn

Barb & Joe Raible

Helen & Lawrence Rasmussen
Ron & Michelle Ream

Bob & Peggy Reed

Dick & Margaret Reeve
Rich Ranch

Bruce & Kathleen Richardson
Patti Robinson - Grant
Roxy Rogers

Lary & Patty Rogers

Phila Rogers

Jenny Rohrer & Gary Lazarowski
Carl & Patricia Rosenleaf
Steve & Sue Rolfing

Jane Roth

Sue & Turk Rowlands
Alan & Mary Ruby

Mark Ruby

Betty Dee & Phil Russ

Bruce & Jo Anne Rupp
Arthur & Judi Scherer
Peggy Schlesinger & Ed Brunsvold
Don Schmitz

L.E. Scovel

Don & Sondra Seabrook
Seeley Lake Bear Aware
Seeley Lake Chicken Coop
Al & Beulah Sept

Derry Shoemaker

Ken Siderius

Steve Siebert & Jill Belsky
Debra & Scott Smith
Elaine Snyder

James & Barbara Snyder
Solutions by Cheri

Jack & Pat Sowka

Betsy Spettigue

Dale Spettigue

Georgina & Walter Staggs
Dan & Sue Stone

Loren & Joni Stormo
Patricia Stout

Skip Stratton

Roberta Stroden

Janet Sullivan

Kirk & Ellen Sullivan
Leslie Sunseri

Sharon Surrena

Swan Lake Trading Post
Jerry & Martha Swanson
Swan Valley AARP

Swan View Coalition

Pat Tabor

Alan & Susan Taylor

Dr. Clark & Karen Taylor
Ten Spoon Winery

The Capital Group Co Charitable Fd
The Nature Conservancy
The Trust for Public Land
Rich & Sally Thomason
Bill Thornby

William Thornton

Tim & Donna Tiffin

Gene & Patricia Tingle
Nancy Treib

Barbara Trice

Triple L. Logistics

Henry Trotter & Glenda Bradshaw
Ray & Darla Trudel
Florence Tucker

Barb & Larry Tveten
Carolyn & Gerald Underwood
Christy & Jack Veldbloom
Sheldon & Suzanne Vernon
Sara Vogel

Roger & Debbie Wade
Michael & Stark Ward
Garry & Joyce Decker Wegner
Bernd & Joan Welsch

Len White

Mary Lou Wilhelm

Judy & Ross Wilcox

Tim & Margaret Wilcox
Susan & Warren Wilkison
Carol & Pat Williams
Leonard & Robin Williams
Jill & Richard Wiseman
John Wittrich & Dodie Wood
Doug & Linda Wold

Rita & Dr. Gary Wolfe

Ed & Marilyn Wolff
Duane & Sue Wright

John & Judi Yajko



Public Service

Swan Ecosystem Center shares space with
the Swan Lake Ranger District, Flathead
National Forest in the U.S. Forest Service
Condon Work Center, where SEC has an
office and Visitor Center.

SEC serves the public for the Forest Ser-
vice, an-
swering
questions
about
trails,
campsites
and bears;
selling
maps and
firewood
permits;
and disseminating information about national
forest and state timber sales to interested
citizens and local contractors.

SEC’s participation helps keep the facility
open, providing an opportunity in the Swan

Valley for residents to connect with Forest
Service managers.

Exhibits and publications about the Swan
Valley ecosystem are available for the public
in SEC’s Visitor Center and resource collec-
tion.

You can also find information about trails,
forest stewardship, community events and a
lot more on the SwanEcosystemCenter.org
Web site.

“By the way, this is the best
interpretive center I’ve ever
seen.”

Jim Shadell
Durango, Colorado

Education for Youth and Adults

After School Club

The After School Club meets at Swan
Ecosystem Center one day each week during
the school year for fun outdoor learning. In
2009, the AFC planted their native pollinator
garden and studied the greater Crown of the
Continent Ecosystem, of which the Swan
Valley is a part.

Barber Pit Wetland Restoration

Swan Valley School 7th and 8th grade
students have adopted the Barber Pit wetland
as a restoration project. In 2009, the students
worked on an interpretive trail and planted
native grasses around the wetland.

High School Citizenship

Seeley Swan High School juniors and sen-
iors meet twice during the school year to
tackle current issues affecting the community
and the Swan Valley ecosystem. They learn
about and participate in a mock “town hall *
meeting at the
Swan Valley Com-
munity Hall.

Water Quality
Monitoring
Swan Valley K-
8th grade public
and home-schooled
students monitor
stream water qual-
ity each year and
download the data
to the Web site:
MontanaWatershed.org.

Fish Camp

For ten summers, youth aged 9-13
have enjoyed fish camp, an overnight
camping program during which kids
catch fish and learn about fish biology,
fishing techniques and ethics from fish
specialists and volunteers.

Forest Ecology Hikes

In 2009, a grant from Recreation Equip-
ment, Inc. (REI) enabled 186 students from
Missoula and Kalispell schools to learn about
forest ecology in the Swan Valley while hav-
ing fun hiking.

Y-Camp

In July 2009 SEC provided the nature
study component of the weeklong Y-Camp at
the U.S.F.S. Condon Work Center.

Family Campfire & Evening Programs

Year-round, SEC offers dozens of evening
and campground programs for families cov-
ering a wide range of topics relevant to the
Swan Valley ecosystem. In 2009, topics in-
cluded honeybees, wolves, wildflowers,
weather, avalanches, fly-tying, mushrooms,
First Aid, snowshoeing, local history, geol-
ogy and more.

S

Workshops for Adults

In 2009, SEC offered two stewardship
workshops for adults. The Noxious Weed
workshop focused on weed identification and
covered a full spectrum of treatment options
for controlling noxious weeds and encourag-
ing native vegetation. The Tree Insects and
Diseases workshop focused on identifying
pathogens and insects affecting trees in the
Swan Valley, and strategies for maintaining
vibrant, diverse forests.



