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Swan Ecosystem Center  
Vision 

The Swan Valley is rural and wild. It is integral to the Crown of the Continent Eco-

system, where people and a rich diversity of native plants and animals flourish. Peo-

ple learn from the ecosystem and work to promote its vitality, while maintaining a 

rural way of life. 

Mission 

Work to maintain the Swan Valley’s unique natural resources and ensure that a 

vibrant human community can sustain itself within a healthy ecosystem through 

stewardship, education, economic viability, and conservation on public and private 

land. 

 Stewardship Assistance  

  Landowner cost-share available 

Please let us know if you wish to receive 

your newsletter electronically. 

Arnica & lupine growing in a natural 

flower pot    Kathy Koors photo 

Swan Ecosystem Center learned 

in June that additional funding will 

be available later this summer to 

continue helping private landowners 

in financial need with forest stew-

ardship planning and on-the-ground 

implementation. 

This program, administered by 

SEC’s Forest Steward Roger Mar-

shall, provides cost/share assistance 

to landowners for approved fuels 

reduction, forest thinning, and resto-

ration. Landowners and contractors 

are encouraged to pick up applica-

tion forms at SEC for participating 

landowners to fill out. 

The funding is made available 

by Montana DNRC through the fed-

eral State and Private  Forestry pro-

gram.  

SEC’s volunteer wetland restora-

tion program for private landowners 

will also continue. Aimed at restor-

ing drained wetlands no longer 

needed for pasture or hay, the goal is 

to reclaim wetland habitat values 

and water filtration function. 

SEC can also offer comprehen-

sive forest stewardship and restora-

tion planning assistance to landown-

ers on a fee-for-service basis. 

Forest stewardship, 

wetland landowner 

programs continue 

Weed assistance— 

first come, first served

Cost-share funding is available 

this summer—while it lasts, first 

come, first served—for Swan Valley 

landowners in Missoula and Lake 

Counties, through a grant adminis-

tered by SEC and the Missoula 

County Weed District. Landowners 

can be reimbursed for 50 percent of 

their costs for approved practices. 

To participate, landowners 

should  pick up an application at 

SEC and submit their completed 

forms with receipts for approved 

practices. Contact SEC for more in-

formation at 406-754-3137.  

This grant from the Montana 

Weed Trust Fund also supported 

June weed spraying along Missoula 

County roads. 

The MSU Extension Forestry 

will hold the Forest Stewardship 

Workshop for Private Landowners 

at Swan Ecosystem Center  in Sep-

tember. Registration forms are avail-

able at SwanEcosystemCenter.org & 

www.forestry.umt.eduextensionfore

stry. 

Forest stewardship  

workshop at SEC  

September 15, 16 & 23 

A total of 128 people participated in 

our  2011 beetle pheromone program 

to reduce tree insect infestations. 

Some infected trees were sold to 

Pyramid Mountain Lumber and 

other mills through our forest stew-

ardship cost-share assistance pro-

gram for private landowners, which 

has benefited over 100 properties in 

the Swan Valley. 
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Collaboration leads to jobs and stewardship 

 

Swan Valley Ecosystem Management  

& Learning Center, Inc. 

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC) is a non-

profit community-based group working on local 

ecosystem and education programs. 

SEC shares responsibility for the U.S. 

Forest Service Condon Work Center through 

formal agreements with the Swan Lake Ranger 

District of the Flathead National Forest. This 

partnership allows the community to maintain an 

effective working relationship with the federal 

land managers. 

 
Swan Ecosystem Center 

6887 MT Highway 83 

Condon, MT  59826 - 9005 

406/754-3137  

406/754-2965 (Fax) 

E-mail—info@swanecosystemcenter.org 

Web site—SwanEcosystemCenter.org 

 

INSPECT, CLEAN & DRY to prevent aquatic invaders 

The Montana Fish, Wildlife & 

Parks Web site is a good place to find 

information about aquatic invasive 

species threatening our waterways. 

Quoting from the FWP Web site: 

“Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are 

organisms that are unintentionally 

brought into Montana from other 

places. These include clams, fish, mus-

sels, plants, weeds, and disease-

causing pathogens….They overwhelm 

lakes and rivers, kill fish and plants, 

and damage the delicate ecosystem.” 

AIS can be transported in mud and 

water, on boats and boots. 

A collaborative effort involving 

Missoula County Weed District, FWP, 

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC) and 

a diverse group of people and organi-

zations joined forces in 2010-11 to 

bring federal dollars to the Swan, 

Clearwater and Blackfoot water-

sheds—with the goal of advancing 

forest restoration and employment on 

national forest land. 

Known as the Southwestern 

Crown Collaborative, the project was 

one of 10 nationwide that qualified for 

10 years of federal funding, up to $4 

million annually through the federal 

Collaborative Forest Landscape Resto-

ration Program. The funds are allo-

cated by Congress on a year-by-year 

basis as part of the federal budget 

process.   

For FY 2011, $3.5 million was 

made available for the SW Crown—to 

be spent, in combination with match-

ing funds, on the Swan Lake, Seeley 

Lake, and Lincoln Forest Service Dis-

tricts.  

Goals include employing local 

contractors to improve roads and 

trails, combat noxious weeds, upgrade 

stream crossing structures, reduce 

sedimentation from forest roads, re-

duce hazardous fuels within the wild-

land-urban interface (WUI), and re-

store forests outside the WUI. 

In the Swan Valley in 2011, this 

will include fuels slashing and land-

scape burning on 160 acres in the 

Smith and Cooney Creek areas, 432 

acres of weed treatments in the Hol-

land Pierce project area, nine miles of 

Condon Loop Road resurfacing, and 

forest thinning in the WUI on 2,213 

acres, and removing 3,840,000 cubic 

feet of timber to reduce fire hazard 

and improve stand conditions. 

The program was supported by 

local elected officials in Missoula and 

Lake Counties and in the U.S. Con-

gress by Sen. Max Baucus, Sen. Jon 

Tester, and Rep. Denny Rehberg. The 

Southwestern Crown Collaborative 

includes Swan Ecosystem Center, 

Northwest Connections, Clearwater 

Resources Council, Blackfoot Chal-

lenge, Pyramid Mountain Lumber, the 

Wilderness Society, Missoula County 

Rural Initiatives, UM, and many oth-

ers, all working with the Flathead, 

Lolo and Helena national forests.  

Contractors and the public can 

track the status and location of resto-

ration projects on the website: 

swcrown.org. 

Swan Ecosystem Center and several 

other groups and agencies is working 

proactively to prevent their spread 

into the  Swan, Clearwater and Black-

foot watersheds. 

Remembering the mantra, 

“Inspect, clean and dry,” is a first step. 

The FWP Web site recommends that 

you “Inspect...your boat, engine, 

trailer, anchor, waders, and other fish-

ing and boating gear…and completely 

remove mud, water and vegetation 

that could carry aquatics.” Drying in 

hot sun will  kill most invasive spe-

cies. You can link to the FWP Web site 

through the SEC Web site home page, 

SwanEcosystemCenter.org.  



Just before snow blocked access to 

the high country last fall, a Flathead 

National Forest contractor completed 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

designed to control runoff from four 

roads in the Beaver Creek area. 

The BMP work consisted of in-

stalling new culverts, removing a fail-

ing culvert, constructing rolling dips 

and drain sags, and cleaning ditches, 

all to prevent erosion and direct the 

sediment runoff away from streams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project was planned by the 

Water Quality Technical Advisory 

Group (TAG) made up of  representa-

tives from the Flathead National For-

est, Swan River State Forest, Montana 

DEQ, Swan Ecosystem Center, and 

several other agencies and organiza-

tions in the watershed. SEC adminis-

tered the project with a 319 Water 

Quality Grant from DEQ and funds 

from the Flathead National Forest. 

The Beaver Creek project was the 

fourth road restoration project since 

2004 jointly planned by the TAG and 

funded by the Forest Service and SEC. 

Sections of the Cold Lakes Road, Elk 

Creek Road, and Herrick Run roads 

have also been repaired.  

This summer, the TAG will com-

plete a road sedimentation survey in 

the Swan Valley. The preliminary 

findings indicate BMP work over the 

last decade by the Forest Service, 

Swan River State Forest, and Plum 

Creek Timber Co. have significantly 

protected water quality. The final re-

port will be available later this year.  

Volunteers completed a three-year 

tree planting and habitat protection 

effort in May aimed at stabiliz-

ing a streamside in the Elk 

Creek Conservation Area near 

where the creek joins the Swan 

River. Elk Creek is a critical bull 

trout stream. 

Funded in part by MT FWP, 

the project began in 2008 with 

the erection of several fencing 

“exclosures” designed to pre-

vent deer, elk and moose from 

over-browsing sprouting de-

ciduous vegetation. In 2008, 

Native Ideals collected seeds 

from Swan Valley willows and 

cottonwoods and propagated 

them at their nursery in Arlee.  

In spring 2009, the seedlings were 

ready for transplanting to tall pots 

Volunteers plant trees, restore streamside 

Beaver Creek Road 

BMPs completed 

Runners brave rainy weather, raise funds 

where they grew 1-3 feet high in two 

Swan Valley gardens. In fall 2010, vol-

unteers erected additional 

fencing and were able to plant 

half the young trees. 

The remaining saplings over-

wintered on site, in their pots, 

under a blanket of snow with 

a surprising 99 percent sur-

vival rate. A third volunteer 

effort in May of this year 

brought the total number of 

trees planted to about 600. 

Taking root, the trees will se-

cure the streamside and re-

duce sedimentation flowing 

to the creek. Volunteers in-

cluded Northwest Connec-

tions Landscape and Liveli-

hood students, several energetic resi-

dents, and SEC board and staff. 

Swan Ecosystem Center’s 9th 

annual half-marathon June 25 was 

won by Nadine Rispens, Helena 

(1:44:01). Two Swan Valley women 

finished in the top four for this 

event: Lily Clarke, 2nd (1:46:24), and 

Chantel Thornesberry, 4th (1:50:06). 

The fastest and only male half-

marathoner, John Anselmo, St Re-

gis, was fifth overall (1:54:18). 

Fifty-six people ignored cold, 

rainy weather to participate in the 

half-marathon, 10K and 5K runs, 

and the 5K and 1-mile walks. 

Nate Peterson, Columbia Falls, 

won the 10K(37:38). Christin Morris, 

Missoula, was the fastest 10K 

woman (51:58). Other local top run-

ners: include Adam Lieberg 10K 

(49:59), Mark Ruby 10K (50:54), Will 

Clarke 5K (23:13), Peter Guynn 5K 

(27:04), Susan Stone 5K (27:57). 

Twenty-three volunteers made the 

event a success. Funds raised sup-

port SEC’s Mission Mountains Wil-

derness and Swan Front trails and 

campsites program.  

Top: Racers start 

the 10K, 5K and  

1-mile running 

and walking 

events. 

 

Right: Swan 

Valley resident 

Rose Carter at the 

halfway mark in 

her first half-

marathon. She is 

already training 

for next year. 

Kathy Koors photo 

Visit SwanEcosystemCenter.org for 

more photos and complete results. 

Culvert installation on the Herrick Run 

Road, 2009.               Beth Gardner photo 

Newly planted sap-

ling and mature 

cottonwood trunk.  



Thank You SEC Supporters 
2009-11 financial donors. Volunteers listed on other side. Thank you all. 

1st Valley Bank 

Larrine & Russ Abolt 

Mary & Richard Aley 

Doug Anderson & Mary Miester 

Steve Anderson 

Kvande Anderson  

Leslie Anderson & Tom Cook 

Alis & Richard Arrowood 

Jeff & Pat Aresty 

Gordon Ash 

Jamie Ash & Erin McDonough 

June, Rod & Ellen Ash 

Peter Ashbaugh 

Paul Bailey 

Bill & Judy Banning 

Ned & Laura Banning 

Chris Barnes 

Patrick & Charlotte Beatty 

Emily & George Beck 

Bill & Katharine Beers 

K. J. Bell 

Mark Benedict & Mary Shaw 

Josephine & Dr. James Bennington 

Caroline & Dr. David Berner 

Rick Birdwell & Kathy Koors 

Roger Bowman 

Patricia & Steve Brady 

Bill Brenner 

Jeff & Michelle Brodie 

James & Susan Brown 

Ron & Kelly Bullock 

Dan & Sheri Burden 

Kerrie Byrne & Steve Thompson 

Erika & Tom Camp 

Colleen & Jerry Cebula 

Chuck Clarke 

Paula Clarke 

Clearwater Montana Properties 

Columbia Zoological Park Assoc. 

Conrad & Sharon Colby 

Dave & Petra Coover 

Ivan Cordrey & Susan H. Ford 

Cygnet Lake Property Owners 

Anne Dahl 

Carol Daly 

D.A. Davidson 

Dave Davis 

Carolyn & Gary Dietrich 

Jill & Scott Doyle 

Jim & Wendy Drasdo 

Dale Dufour 

Victoria Edwards & Paul Rudd 

Betsey & Steve Ellis 

Jane Latus Emmert 

Donna Erickson & John Koenig 

Diann Ericson 

George & Jenise Eskridge 

Fred & Maria Fanizzi 

Carolyn & Ken Farmer 

Margaret Ferrell 

Polly & Rick Ferguson 

First Valley Bank 

Mary & Thomas Fitzsimon 

Terrence Flood 

Ray Fox 

Dick & Sally Fredericks 

Michelle Gantt 

Larry & Pam Garlick 

GE Foundation 

GEI Consultants 

Glacier Raft Company 

Good Food Store 

Jan & Duane Goodness 

Ted Graf 

Charlie & Patti Robinson Grant 

William & Jeannette Gregg 

Grizzly Claw Trading Company 

Grounded Eagle Foundation 

Rip & Leanna Grubaugh 

Joanne & Vern Guyer 

Peter & Carolyn Guynn 

Kari Gunderson 

Jeff Hainline 

Pam Hamilton 

Jack Hanna 

Harr Family Foundation 

Kol Harvey 

Tom & Lucinda Heekin 

Les & Mary Heim 

Charlotte Heldstab 

Shari Hirst 

Holland Lake Lodge 

Diane McCue Hollinger 

David & Ginger Holmes 

Anna & Lukas Horejsi 

Charles & Gloria Horejsi 

Kurt & Judy Howeler 

Hungry Bear Steak House 

Hungry Horse Liquor Store 

Enid & Tsugio Ikeda 

John & Pat Jacobs 

David & Penny Johnson 

Kathryn Johnson 

Bill Junkemier 

Amy Kalfsbeek & Anthony Martorana 

Annie Keifert 

Lucia Kelley 

Winton & Catherine Kemmis 

Brian Rex King 

Deborah Helen Van Dyke King 

Pete Klein & Ann Ashbaugh 

Len Kobylenski 

Horton B. “Tony” Koessler 

Bob & Ruth Korn 

Julie Kotschevar 

David & Patricia Kulzer 

Claudia & Marty Kux 

Boris Lakusta, Jr. 

Sharon & Steve Lamar 

Dawn Marie Langehenning 

Langlas Associates 

Bill & Jean Langlas 

Margaret Langlas 

Keith Lanier 

Donn Lassila 

Carolyn & Mark Lawrence 

Janet Linderman 

Joni & Dr. Donald Lodmell 

Dan & Sharon MacQuarrie 

Ernest & Marilyn Mancini 

Judith & Robert Maxwell 

George & Connie McCabe 

Paul & Holly McKenzie 

Pat & Riley McClelland 

Joan & John McMahon 

Dixie & Neil Meyer 

Jan Mielke 

Mary Miester 

Sharon Milar 

Michael & H.M. Milochik 

Miracle Ear Center 

Dianne Mockler 

Mission Mountain Woodworks 

Dennis & Nina Monson 

Bill & Jean Moore 

Bud Moore, Coyote Forest 

Montana Land Reliance 

Jerye Motschman 

Mary & Matt Mulligan 

Jenny & Rick Murney 

Claudia Narcisco 

Alan & Susan Newell 

Robert & Lawrence Newman 

Northwest Connections 

Jack & Susan Novosel 

Christian & Julie Nygren 

C. Michael O’Hearn 

Pat O’Herren 

John & Judi O’Steen 

David & Kathryn Owen 

Gary Palm 

Danni Parcell 

Marsha Penner 

Deb & Leo Perkins 

Keith & Marilyn Peterson 

Mike & Susie Peterson 

Vern Peterson 

Photographers Formulary 

Jack & Rosemary Pierce 

Peter & Anne Pitterle 

Gordon “Cork” Platts 

Plum Creek Timber Co, Inc 

David & Sandra Pogge 

Dick & Neva Porte 

Tony & Laura Quadros 

Jim & Terry Quinn 

Barb & Joe Raible 

Helen & Lawrence Rasmussen 

Michelle & Ron Ream 

Maureen Redfield 

Bob & Peggy Reed 

Dick & Margaret Reeve 

Rejuvenate 

Rich Ranch 

Bruce & Kathleen Richardson 

Roxy Rogers 

Lary & Patty Rogers 

Jenny Rohrer & Gary Lazarowski 

Carl & Patricia Rosenleaf 

Roveros 

Sue & Turk Rowlands 

Alan & Mary Ruby 

Mark Ruby 

Bruce & Jo Anne Rupp 

Arthur & Judie Scherer 

Betty B. Schiek 

Don Schmitz 

L.E. Scovel 

Seeley Lake Bear Aware 

Seeley Swan Coal. Underage Alcohol  

    Prevention 

Seeley Swan Veterinary & Groom. Ser. 

Al & Beulah Sept 

Joyce & Vern Sharp 

Derry Shoemaker 

Steve Siebert & Jill Belsky 

Barbara & Jim Snyder 

Solutions by Cheri 

Jack & Pat Sowka 

Betsy Spettigue 

Dale Spettigue 

Georgina & Walter Staggs 

Cori Stanek 

Michael Stevenson 

Dan & Susan Stone 

Patricia Stout 

Skip Stratton 

Roberta Stroden 

Kirk & Ellen Sullivan 

Swan Lake Trading Post 

Swan River Valley Real Estate 

Jerry & Martha Swanson 

Swan Valley AARP 

Pat & Joanne Tabor 

Alan & Susan Taylor 

Dr. Clark & Karen Taylor 

Dee & Wyman Taylor 

Ten Spoon Winery 

The Capital Group Co Charitable Fd 

The Nature Conservancy 

The Trust for Public Land 

Third Life Sculpting Studio 

Rich & Sally Thomason 

Gene & Patricia Tingle 

Tingle Associates 

Barbara Trice 

Triple L. Logistics 

Henry Trotter & Glenda Bradshaw 

Trust for Public Land 

Gerald Underwood 

Upper Swan Valley Historical Soc. 

Valley Bookkeeping & Tax Service 

Roger Wade & Debbie Groehl 

Garry & Joyce Wegner 

Jill & Richard Wiseman 

John Wittrich & Dodie Wood 

Ed &  Marilyn Wolff 

John & Judi Yajko 

Yoga in the Swan 



Thank You 2009-11 SEC Volunteers 

Larrine & Russ Abolt 

Joy Adams 

Karen Anderson 

Kvande Anderson 

Leita Anderson 

Randi Anderson 

Pat Andrews 

Jeff & Pat Aresty 

June Ash 

Ned Banning 

Emily & George Beck 

Bill & Katharine Beers 

Rick Birdwell 

Dawn & Rick Bishop 

Lex Blood 

Mo Bookwalter 

Allen Branine 

Bill Brenner 

Carol Brodie 

Jeff Brown 

Chris Bryant 

Dan & Sheri Burden 

Art Busby 

Pat Busby 

Christine Camp 

Megan Campbell 

Jacob Casebolt 

Mariah Childs 

Mike Childs 

Chuck Clarke  

Paula  Clarke 

Lily Clarke 

Tyler Clarke 

Will Clarke 

Patty Clawson 

Dale & Karen Conley 

Owen Conley 

Bob  & Sue Cushman 

Carol Daly 

Anne Dahl 

Brian Dahme 

Dave & Susan Davis 

Larry Deeds 

Juan de Santa Ana 

Larry & Merrily Dunham 

Ken & Susan Dvorack 

Jennifer Dyer 

Erika Edgely 

Betsey & Steve Ellis 

Diann Ericson 

Carol Evans 

Jordan Everson 

Polly & Rick Ferguson 

Mary & Tom Fitzsimon 

Dwayne Forder 

Ray Fox 

Terry Franchi 

James Freyholtz 

Larry Garlick 

Adam Gereg 

Paul Gereg 

Lisa Gerloff 

Leslie & Tom Giles 

Megan Girsch 

Ted Graf 

Charlie Grant 

Patti Robinson Grant 

Glen & Sally Gray 

Erick Green 

Ellie Greenough 

Leanna & Rip Grubaugh 

Linda Guizzo 

Kari Gunderson 

Joanne & Vern Guyer 

Carolyn Guynn 

Dan & Pam Hamilton 

Robin Hamilton 

Sean Harkins 

Denise Hilario 

Betsey Hipkins 

Emma Hipkins 

Jake Hipkins 

James Hipkins 

Shari Hirst 

Leslie Hodgskiss 

Linnea Hodgskiss 

Zac Hodgskiss 

Ashley Holmes 

Kris Holmes 

Pam Hood 

Andy & Polly Huppert 

Helen Ike 

Lucinda Jann 

Bud & Chris Jewett 

Roger Johnson 

Jan & Ron Jones 

Marianne Judge 

Pam Keller 

Jack Kennedy 

Olivia Kennedy 

Yvonne Kinsey 

Kathy Kinzfogl 

Carol Koepcke 

Kathy Koors 

Bob & Ruth Korn 

Terry & Donna Krebsbach 

Claudia & Marty Kux 

Laabs Family 

Ona Lake 

Mike Lake 

Lucas Lamar 

Sharon & Steve Lamar 

Danielle Lampersberger 

Heather Lampersberger 

Tanya Lampersberger 

Beth Layman 

Gary Lazarowski 

Alan Leftridge 

Erik Leithe 

Adam Lieberg 

Janet Linderman 

Tom Longmore 

Jessie & Mike Lund 

Dan &Sharon MacQuarrie 

Dee & John Mahoney 

Roger Marshall 

Daniel Martin 

Jeff Mason 

Gary McCleery 

Gregory McCleery 

Laurie & Scott McCleery 

Mike McGrew 

Joan & Tom McGuire 

Ben Mendenhall 

Coleen & John Mercer 

Dixie & Neil Meyer 

Jan Mielke 

Mary Miester 

Ken Miller 

Mission Christian School 

Dennis & Nina Monson 

Bill & Jean Moore 

Bud Moore 

Vickie Moore 

Rich Morgan 

Shane Morigeau 

Jerye Motschman 

Cilla Moseley 

Pam Muskett 

NwC Students 

Harriet Nelson 

Nan Nelson 

Rich Nelson 

Alan Newall 

Colleen & Stan Nicholson 

Susan & Jack Novosel 

Pat O’Herren 

Tom Opdahl 

Frank Owens 

Kay Owens 

William Owings 

Mike Palladini 

Gary Palm 

Danni Parcell 

Mitch Parcell 

Wrangell Parcell 

Melanie  & Tom Parker 

Bill & Pam Peabody 

Jim & Terry Quinn 

Carolyne Quinn 

Robert Rasmussen 

Nathan Richardson 

Ted Richardson 

Gene Roeslar 

Jenny Rohrer 

Loren Rose 

Sue & Turk Rowlands 

Mark Ruby 

Vickie Russell 

Gordy Sanders 

Salmon Prairie School 

Seeley Swan High School 

Marian Seaman 

Dave Sharbono 

Lynne Shoup 

Grace Siloti 

Gordon Somerville 

Yvonne Sorovacu 

Jack & Pat Sowka 

Patti Sowka 

Betsy Spettigue 

Georgina Staggs 

Cori Stanek 

Kathlyn Stauffer 

Anna Stevenson 

Jessy Stevenson 

Lyndee Stevenson 

Mike Stevenson 

Roberta Stroden 

Dan Stone 

Mary Stone 

Herb Styler 

Summit Prep. School 

Swan Valley School 

Martha Swanson 

Jesse Swigert 

Susie Talkington 

Alan & Susan Taylor 

Rich & Sally Thomason 

Ben Thompson 

Gene & Patti Tingle 

Patrick Torre 

Kem Trice 

Mark Vander Meer 

Suzanne Vernon 

Allison Vissichelli 

Paula Walsh 

Liza Ward 

Jim Webb 

Gina White 

Kamrie White 

Leonard White 

Jon Wittrich 

Taylor Wilcox 

Mary Lou Wilhelm 

Jill & Rich Wiseman 

Dodie Wood 

Ed & Marilyn Wolff 

Jody Wolff 

Carmen Wyant 

Judy Yajko 

Aurora Yates 

Pam Yates 

 

We honor and appreciate all volunteers.  

SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Sign Up at Swan Ecosystem Center—406-754-3137 

July 11-15, Adventure Camp  

Five days of outdoor activity—reptile and amphibian sur-

veys, water quality monitoring, hiking and fishing for 

youth ages 10-13. Limit 12 participants. Sign up by July 5.  

Suggested donation $10/person and $20/family. 

July 16, Beavers 

Beavers as neighbors, their habitat and life cycles, with 

trapper Dave Wallace at Holland Lake Beach, 7:00—8:30 

pm. Bring a lawn chair and insect repellant. 

July 28, History  

Annual local history night at the USFS Condon Work 

Center, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. The theme is the coming of high-

way and electricity. Everyone is invited to bring a related 

story. Sign up is not necessary. Donations will go to the 

Upper Swan Valley Historical Society. 

August 6, Bear Fair 

Celebrate bears at the Hungry Bear Steak House, 11:00 

am—3:00 pm (free bratwurst noon—1:30 pm; RSVP@754-

3137 to reserve your brat). Raffle, bake sale, kids activities. 

Hosted by Swan Valley Bear Resources.  

August 10, Fly-fishing  

Fly fishing instruction with Les Rutledge 10:00-2:30 at 

USFS Condon Work Center and on Swan River. Bring a 

lunch, water, sunscreen and a hat. Class size limited to 15. 

Sign up by August 5. Suggested donation is $25/person. 

August 11-12, Fish Camp  

Two days of fishing techniques, ethics, fish identification, 

knot tying and actual fishing for kids ages 10 to 13. 

Younger children accompanied by parents are welcome. 

Limit 12 participants. Begins at 10:00 a.m. at Van Lake and 

ends the next day at noon.  Sign up by August 5. The sug-

gested donation is $15/ person or $25/family. 

August 13, Water   

Water quality and management at Swan Lake’s annual 

Huckleberry Festival. Stop by the booth to learn about the 

bull trout/lake trout issue, water monitoring techniques, 

road restoration, and more. Great food, music, exhibits 

and artisans displaying their wares. Located at the Swan 

Lake boat launch and beach. 

Sept. 15-16, 23, Forest Stewardship  

An MSU Extension Forestry Workshop for Private Land-

owners. Stewardship planning. The more you know about 

your forest, the better your management decisions will be.  

For more information and to register call 243-2773 or 754-

3137.  Registration deadline is Sept 2. Fees are $75 per 

ownership and $45 per additional workshop manual. 

Sept 17, History tour  

Travel on a Conley Transportation bus to view old home-

steads, schools and learn more about Swan Valley history.   

Leave the USFS Condon Work Center at 9:30 and return 

by 3:00. More details available in September. Limit 30 par-

ticipants. Suggested fee, $15/person and $25/family. 
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Protecting special places 

Learning from the land 
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YES, I want to help Swan Ecosystem Center achieve its mission 

Please clip and mail 

 
Name______________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________ 
 
City___________________State____Zip__________ 
 
Phone______________________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________ 
 
My check for $________________is enclosed. 

I wish to donate as a: 

Friend:   Up to $499 
 

Supporter: $500 - $4,999 
 

Sponsor:      $5000 - $9,999 
 

Benefactor: $10,000 - $19,999 
 

Patron: $20,000 - above 

Send checks to Swan Ecosystem Center, 6887 MT Highway 83, Condon  MT  59826.  

If you would like to make a credit card donation please call SEC at 754-3137. 

More than a drop in a bucket 

2011 Outdoor Learning 
 Christian school studies Crown of the Continent 

Public Information 
The visitor log at Swan Ecosys-

tem Center in April is showing signs 

of spring. Already people have 

stopped by or called to inquire 

about fishing the Swan River an 

2011  

Projected Expenses 

Caring for the land  
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In a new program, 

Swan Ecosystem Cen-

ter and the students of 

the Mission Christian 

School studied the 

geography, history 

and natural resources 

of the Crown of the 

Continent. They pe-

rused maps, noting 

the area in the Al-

berta, British Colum-

bia, and the Montana Rockies known as the Crown of the Continent.  

A field trip to Lone Pine State Park rendered a 45-mile view of the crest of 

the Crown. The students constructed crowns that portray the crest and other 

landmarks of the region such as Holland Lake, Swan Lake and Glacier Park.  

Products of the project will be on display at Swan Ecosystem Center this fall. 


