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Swan Ecosystem Center  
Vision 

The Swan Valley is rural and wild. It is integral to the Crown of the Continent Eco-

system, where people and a rich diversity of native plants and animals flourish. Peo-

ple learn from the ecosystem and work to promote its vitality, while maintaining a 

rural way of life. 

Mission 

Work to maintain the Swan Valley’s unique natural resources and ensure that a 

vibrant human community can sustain itself within a healthy ecosystem through 

stewardship, education, economic viability, and conservation on public and private 

land. 

Private Lands Stewardship 

 Cushmans create plan, attack beetles 

Please let us know if you wish to receive 

your newsletter electronically. 

Swan Valley residents Bob and 

Sue Cushman in many ways are ex-

emplary stewards of their land, ac-

cording to Roger Marshall, Swan 

Ecosystem Center’s Forest Steward. 

Concerned about forest health, 

the Cushmans have learned about 

their forest and taken steps to man-

age it. They have reduced mountain 

pine beetle on their 60-acre property 

off the Kraft Creek Road.  

Bob and Sue attended forest 

stewardship courses in the early 

1990s that led them to assess the con-

dition of their dense lodgepole and 

larch forest and develop a steward-

ship plan. Most of their trees had 

started life after a 1929 forest fire.  

Bob and Sue began carefully re-

ducing the trees per acre by hand 

with the goal of promoting the fire 

Restoration and habitat improve-

ment projects are in progress this year 

in the Swan Valley with funding 

made available by Congress, through 

the Collaborative Forest Landscape 

Restoration Program (CFLRP). 

The Swan Lake Ranger District of 

the Flathead National Forest is one of 

three national forest districts within 

the 1.5 million acre Southwestern 

Sustainability aim of 

business campus 

Continued page 2 

A Montana State University de-

sign team has taken a significant step 

toward articulating a business plan 

for the nascent, for-profit Swan Val-

ley Innovations (SVI). 

If fully realized, SVI will be an 

integrated small business campus for 

products made from wood, locally 

grown food, biomass heat and en-

ergy, education, and geo-tourism 

resistant larch. They planted ponder-

osa pine, also fire resistant. They 

used the lodgepole they harvested 

for firewood. But in 2010 they real-

ized the mountain pine beetle infes-

tation was more than they could 

handle alone. 

Roger Marshall worked with 

Sue. They walked the property and 

identified and flagged areas to treat. 

Sue was specific about removing 

brood trees before the beetles 

emerged and dispersed. “Bob and 

Sue demonstrate a wonderful land 

and forest ethic,” Roger said. “They 

are taking care of the trees to reduce 

insect damage and promote a 

healthy forest.”  

The property has a wetland the 

Cushmans want to protect, and they 

Restoration underway 

in three valleys 

Volunteer Dave Coover measuring 

litter and duff in a survey to deter-

mine whether field data gathered by 

citizens can be considered valid by 

scientists (see page 5). 

Continued page 3 Continued page 2 

Sue Cushman bucking firewood from 

logs removed during her forest stew-

ardship project. 



Crown of the Continent—along with 

the Seeley Lake District of the Lolo 

National Forest and the Lincoln Dis-

trict of the Helena National Forest. 

Contractors and Forest Service 

crews in the Swan Val-

ley recently removed 

two old bridge abut-

ments at Cold and 

Kraft creeks, repaired 

trails in the Mission 

Mountains Wilderness 

and the Swan Front, 

restored a wetland near 

Condon Loop Road, 

conducted a sensitive 

plant survey to enable 

weed treatments next year on former 

Plum Creek timberlands (now na-

tional forest), joined forces with Mon-

tana Fish, Wildlife & Parks to prevent 

aquatic invasive species in Swan, Hol-

land and Lindbergh lakes (page 3), 

and developed strategies to monitor 

the long-term effects of these restora-

tion activities (page 5). 

In October the Flathead National 

Forest awarded a contract to replace 

the bridge over the Swan River at 

Piper Creek Road, which is reaching 

the end of its useful life. The bridge 

will be replaced in 2012 or 2013. 

The Southwestern Crown Collabo-

rative is a group of citizens, nonprof-

its, and industry representatives, in-

cluding Swan Ecosystem Center and 

Northwest Connections, that in 2010 

developed a restoration proposal for 

the Swan, Clearwater and Blackfoot 

watersheds. The pro-

posal was selected for 

10 years of funding in 

a national forest com-

petition.  

The CFLRP allocation 

for the first two years 

is about $4.5 million. 

The funding enables 

the districts to in-

crease their restora-

tion budgets. To qual-

ify for CFLRP dollars, the Forest Ser-

vice must match the funding with an 

equal amount of project work expen-

ditures.  

As an example, Swan Valley Con-

tractors Alan and Nathan Richardson, 

Euchre Mountain Logging, have been 

working on the Lion’s Paw mountain 

pine beetle stewardship sale near the 

Lion Creek trailhead. The value from 

this project will meet some of the 

matching funds requirements.  

These projects are providing op-

portunities for contractors that would 

not otherwise be available. For more 

information and to learn how to be 

involved, go to www.swcrown.com. 

Cold Creek bridge abutment 

removed to prevent run off. 
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Swan Valley Ecosystem Management  

& Learning Center, Inc. 

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC) is a non-

profit community-based group working on local 

ecosystem and education programs. 

SEC shares responsibility for the U.S. 

Forest Service Condon Work Center through 

formal agreements with the Swan Lake Ranger 

District of the Flathead National Forest. This 

partnership allows the community to maintain an 

effective working relationship with the federal 

land managers. 

 
Swan Ecosystem Center 

6887 MT Highway 83 

Condon, MT  59826 - 9005 

406/754-3137  

406/754-2965 (Fax) 

E-mailðinfo@swanecosystemcenter.org 

Web siteðSwanEcosystemCenter.org 

 

are concerned about soil viability and 

wildlife. The plan would include re-

taining sufficient course and fine 

woody debris for soil nutrients and 

wildlife habitat. The remaining slash 

would be burned in piles. “Daylight-

ing” around the larch would promote 

the trees’ growth and open up space 

to reduce fire risk. 

Sue preferred winter logging to 

minimize soil disturbance. They chose 

a low impact logging system after re-

questing bids from several contrac-

tors. The Cushmans considered price 

and log value return. Montana Forest 

Restoration of Seeley Lake was the 

winner.  

The trees were hand sawed in 

winter 2010-11 then skidded with a 

small tractor. Logs were sold to Sun 

Mountain in Deerlodge and Pyramid 

Mountain Lumber in Seeley Lake, gen-

erating income sufficient to support 

about one-third of the project cost. 

Firewood was decked for the Cush-

man’s to buck up and use. They re-

ceived funding assistance from SEC 

for 50 percent of the remaining costs. 

Restoration continued 

http://www.swcrown.com


Preventing Aquatic Invasive Species 

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) are 

a focus of collaborative effort. 

Zebra/quagga mussels and Eura-

sian watermilfoil have not yet infected 

the Swan River watershed, but the 

invaders have been found nearby. 

These nonnative mollusks and plants 

can choke our lakes, destroying habi-

tat and recreation. Prevention is the 

most effective way to address these 

aggressive species. SEC is working 

with the Missoula County Weed Dis-

SVI continued Private Lands Conservation Coordinator hired 

Scott Eggeman will join Swan Eco-

system Center in February 2012 as our 

new Private Lands Conservation Co-

ordinater. He is replacing 

Mike Palladini, who 

moved to California last 

summer.  

Scott’s primary role 

will be helping landown-

ers with wetland restora-

tionin and conservation. 

He will also coordinate 

the Conservation Strate-

gies Committee. 

Scott is a wildlife bi-

ologist completing Masters degree at 

UM. His graduate research focuses on 

migrant and non-migrant elk in Al-

berta to determine what regulates 

their population densities.  

8ÖÜÛÏɯÈÛɯ2$"ɀÚɯƖƔƕƕɯ%ÐÚÏɯ"ÈÔ×ɯÓÌÈÙÕɯ

to identify AIS with Steffany Rogge-

Kindseth and Lindsey Bona of the 

Missoula County Weed District. 

Ky Zimmerman, FWP, inspected boats 

and trailers for aquatic invasive species 

last summer at Holland, Lindbergh and 

Swan lakes. 

trict, Clearwater Resources Council, 

Swan Lakers, Blackfoot Challenge, the 

Flathead National Forest and MT Fish 

Wildlife & Parks to increase education 

and outreach designed to help prevent 

the spread of AIS. 

A display of 

zebra /quagga 

mussels com-

pletely encrust-

ing a PVC pipe. 

opportunities. It will provide a place 

for local contractors to diversify, de-

velop new products, and broaden 

their markets. 

Architectural students at MSU’s 

Community Design Center were in the 

Swan Valley in October and Novem-

ber gathering information to support a 

draft facilities design that would in-

clude space for value-added busi-

nesses, a log sort-yard, and class-

rooms. 

Much of the inspiration for SVI 

comes from Melanie Parker at North-

west Connections (NwC). Yet, Swan  

Ecosystem Center and NwC are work-

ing together on developing the SVI 

concept and are co-leading the effort—

with involvement from The Trust for 

Public Land (TPL), The Nature Con-

servancy (TNC) and others. TPL is 

sponsoring the MSU design team. 

When fully realized, SVI would 

own land for an integrated business 

campus appropriately designed to 

maintain the Swan Valley’s rural char-

acteristics. A square-mile section (Sect. 

31) of former Plum Creek Timber Co. 

land is being considered for the SVI 

campus. Opposite the Swan Valley 

Community Hall, a corner of the prop-

erty abuts Highway 83 on the east 

side.  

The business campus would be 

located on the southwest portion of 

the section, while most of the land 

would be used for experimental for-

estry and education. 

SVI is in the very beginning stages 

of concept design. A business plan 

will be developed over the next six 

months and be available for potential 

investors and donors. The concept 

calls for SVI to provide services to a 

network of businesses that share the 

desire to improve the Swan Valley’s 

“triple bottom line”—environment, 

economy and community.   

Services could include access to 

land and facilities for product devel-

opment, financial capital, grant re-

sources, and staff to market products. 

Scott will work on habitat en-

hancement in the Swan Valley as a 

member of a team that includes Greg 

Neudecker from the 

U.S. FWS; Melanie 

Parker, Northwest 

Connections; SEC’s 

Forest Steward Roger 

Marshall; and several 

other people. 

Scott  and his wife 

Lindsey Bona, Mis-

soula County Weed 

District, will live at 

Upsata Lake Lodge 

near Kozy Korner. 

More about Scott and his responsi-

bilities will be found in the spring 

newsletter. The position is funded by 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 



Thank You SEC Supporters 
2009-11 financial donors. Volunteers listed on other side. Thank you all. 

1st Valley Bank 

Larrine & Russ Abolt 

Mary & Richard Aley 

Doug Anderson & Mary Miester 

Steve Anderson 

Kvande Anderson  

Leslie Anderson & Tom Cook 

Alis & Richard Arrowood 

Jeff & Pat Aresty 

Gordon Ash 

Jamie Ash & Erin McDonough 

June, Rod & Ellen Ash 

Peter Ashbaugh 

Paul Bailey 

Bill & Judy Banning 

Ned & Laura Banning 

Chris Barnes 

Patrick & Charlotte Beatty 

Emily & George Beck 

Bill & Katharine Beers 

K. J. Bell 

Mark Benedict & Mary Shaw 

Josephine & Dr. James Bennington 

Caroline & Dr. David Berner 

Rick Birdwell & Kathy Koors 

Roger Bowman 

Patricia & Steve Brady 

Bill Brenner 

Jeff & Michelle Brodie 

Charles Brown & Anne Marie Thomas 

James & Susan Brown 

Ron & Kelly Bullock 

Dan & Sheri Burden 

Kerrie Byrne & Steve Thompson 

Erika & Tom Camp 

Colleen & Jerry Cebula 

Paula Clarke 

Clearwater Montana Properties 

Columbia Zoological Park Assoc. 

Conrad & Sharon Colby 

Dave & Petra Coover 

Ivan Cordrey & Susan H. Ford 

Cygnet Lake Property Owners 

Anne Dahl 

Carol Daly 

D.A. Davidson 

Dave Davis 

Carolyn & Gary Dietrich 

Jill & Scott Doyle 

Jim & Wendy Drasdo 

Dale Dufour 

Victoria Edwards & Paul Rudd 

Betsey & Steve Ellis 

Jane Latus Emmert 

Donna Erickson & John Koenig 

Diann Ericson 

George & Jenise Eskridge 

Fred & Maria Fanizzi 

Carolyn & Ken Farmer 

Margaret Ferrell 

Polly & Rick Ferguson 

Mary & Thomas Fitzsimon 

Terrence Flood 

Ray Fox 

Dick & Sally Fredericks 

Michelle Gantt 

Larry & Pam Garlick 

GE Foundation 

GEI Consultants 

Glacier Raft Company 

Good Food Store 

Cynthia Ford 

Jan & Duane Goodness 

Ted Graf 

Charlie & Patti Robinson Grant 

William & Jeannette Gregg 

Grizzly Claw Trading Company 

Grounded Eagle Foundation 

Rip & Leanna Grubaugh 

Joanne & Vern Guyer 

Peter & Caroline Guynn 

Kari Gunderson 

Jeff Hainline 

Pam Hamilton 

Jack Hanna 

Harr Family Foundation 

Kol Harvey 

Tom & Lucinda Heekin 

Les & Mary Heim 

Charlotte Heldstab 

Shari Hirst 

Holland Lake Lodge 

Diane McCue Hollinger 

David & Ginger Holmes 

Anna & Lukas Horejsi 

Martin & Kristin Horesji 

Charles & Gloria Horejsi 

Kurt & Judy Howeler 

Hungry Bear Steak House 

Hungry Horse Liquor Store 

Enid & Tsugio Ikeda 

John & Pat Jacobs 

David & Penny Johnson 

Kathryn Johnson 

Bill Junkemier 

Amy Kalfsbeek & Anthony Martorana 

Annie Keifert 

Lucia Kelley 

Winton & Catherine Kemmis 

Brian Rex King 

Deborah Helen Van Dyke King 

Pete Klein & Ann Ashbaugh 

Len Kobylenski 

Horton B. “Tony” Koessler 

Bob & Ruth Korn 

Julie Kotschevar 

David & Patricia Kulzer 

Claudia & Marty Kux 

Boris Lakusta, Jr. 

Sharon & Steve Lamar 

Dawn Marie Langehenning 

Langlas Associates 

Bill & Jean Langlas 

Margaret Langlas 

Keith Lanier 

Donn Lassila 

Carolyn & Mark Lawrence 

Janet Linderman 

Joni & Dr. Donald Lodmell 

Jessie & Mike Lund 

Dan & Sharon MacQuarrie 

Ernest & Marilyn Mancini 

Judith & Robert Maxwell 

George & Connie McCabe 

Paul & Holly McKenzie 

Pat & Riley McClelland 

Joan & John McMahon 

Dixie & Neil Meyer 

Lori Micklin 

Jan Mielke 

Mary Miester 

Sharon Milar 

Michael & H.M. Milochik 

Miracle Ear Center 

Dianne Mockler 

Mission Mountain Woodworks 

Dennis & Nina Monson 

Bill & Jean Moore 

Bud Moore, Coyote Forest 

Montana Land Reliance 

Jerye Motschman 

Mary & Matt Mulligan 

Jenny & Rick Murney 

Claudia Narcisco 

Alan & Susan Newell 

Robert & Lawrence Newman 

Northwest Connections 

Jack & Susan Novosel 

Christian & Julie Nygren 

C. Michael O’Hearn 

Pat O’Herren 

John & Judi O’Steen 

David & Kathryn Owen 

Gary Palm 

Danni Parcell 

Marsha Penner 

Deb & Leo Perkins 

Keith & Marilyn Peterson 

Mike & Susie Peterson 

Vern Peterson 

Photographers Formulary 

Jack & Rosemary Pierce 

Peter & Anne Pitterle 

Gordon “Cork” Platts 

Plum Creek Timber Co, Inc 

David & Sandra Pogge 

Maddy & Chris Pope 

Dick & Neva Porte 

Tony & Laura Quadros 

Jim & Terry Quinn 

Barb & Joe Raible 

Helen & Lawrence Rasmussen 

Michelle & Ron Ream 

Maureen Redfield 

Bob & Peggy Reed 

Dick & Margaret Reeve 

Rejuvenate 

Rich Ranch 

Bruce & Kathleen Richardson 

Roxy Rogers 

Lary & Patty Rogers 

Jenny Rohrer & Gary Lazarowski 

Carl & Patricia Rosenleaf 

Roveros 

Sue & Turk Rowlands 

Alan & Mary Ruby 

Mark Ruby 

Bruce & Jo Anne Rupp 

Arthur & Judie Scherer 

Betty B. Schiek 

Don Schmitz 

L.E. Scovel 

Seeley Lake Bear Aware 

Seeley Swan Coal. Underage Alcohol  

    Prevention 

Seeley Swan Veterinary & Groom. Ser. 

Al & Beulah Sept 

Joyce & Vern Sharp 

Derry Shoemaker 

Steve Siebert & Jill Belsky 

Barbara & Jim Snyder 

Solutions by Cheri 

Jack & Pat Sowka 

Betsy Spettigue 

Dale Spettigue 

Georgina & Walter Staggs 

Cori Stanek 

Michael Stevenson 

Dan & Susan Stone 

Patricia Stout 

Skip Stratton 

Roberta Stroden 

Kirk & Ellen Sullivan 

Swan Lake Trading Post 

Swan River Valley Real Estate 

Swan Valley Emergency Services 

Jerry & Martha Swanson 

Swan Valley AARP 

Pat & Joanne Tabor 

Alan & Susan Taylor 

Dr. Clark & Karen Taylor 

Dee & Wyman Taylor 

Ten Spoon Winery 

The Capital Group Co Charitable Fd 

The Nature Conservancy 

The Trust for Public Land 

Third Life Sculpting Studio 

Rich & Sally Thomason 

Gene & Patricia Tingle 

Tingle Associates 

Barbara Trice 

Triple L. Logistics 

Henry Trotter & Glenda Bradshaw 

Trust for Public Land 

Gerald Underwood 

Upper Swan Valley Historical Soc. 

Valley Bookkeeping & Tax Service 

Roger Wade & Debbie Groehl 

Garry & Joyce Wegner 

Roberta Wilson 

Jill & Richard Wiseman 

John Wittrich & Dodie Wood 

Ed &  Marilyn Wolff 

John & Judi Yajko 

Yoga in the Swan 



Thank You 2009-11 SEC Volunteers 

Larrine & Russ Abolt 

Joy Adams 

Karen Anderson 

Kvande Anderson 

Leita Anderson 

Randi Anderson 

Pat Andrews 

Jeff & Pat Aresty 

June Ash 

Ned Banning 

Emily & George Beck 

Bill & Katharine Beers 

Rick Birdwell 

Dawn & Rick Bishop 

Lex Blood 

Mo Bookwalter 

Allen Branine 

Bill Brenner 

Carol Brodie 

Jeff Brown 

Chris Bryant 

Dan & Sheri Burden 

Art Busby 

Pat Busby 

Christine Camp 

Megan Campbell 

Jacob Casebolt 

Mariah Childs 

Mike Childs 

Paula Clarke 

Lily Clarke 

Will Clarke 

Larry & Patty Clawson 

Dale & Karen Conley 

Owen Conley 

Dave & Petra Coover 

Bob & Sue Cushman 

Carol Daly 

Anne Dahl 

Brian Dahme 

Dave & Susan Davis 

Larry Deeds 

Juan de Santa Ana 

Larry & Merrily Dunham 

Ken & Susan Dvorack 

Jennifer Dyer 

Erika Edgely 

Betsey & Steve Ellis 

Diann Ericson 

Carol Evans 

Polly & Rick Ferguson 

Mary & Tom Fitzsimon 

Dwayne Forder 

Ray Fox 

Terry Franchi 

James Freyholtz 

Larry Garlick 

Adam Gereg 

Kathy Gereg 

Paul Gereg 

Lisa Gerloff 

Leslie & Tom Giles 

Megan Girsch 

Ted Graf 

Charlie Grant 

Patti Robinson Grant 

Glen & Sally Gray 

Erick Green 

Ellie Greenough 

Leanna & Rip Grubaugh 

Linda Guizzo 

Kari Gunderson 

Joanne & Vern Guyer 

Carolyn Guynn 

Dan & Pam Hamilton 

Robin Hamilton 

Sean Harkins 

Denise Hilario 

Betsey Hipkins 

We honor and appreciate all volunteers.  
Citizen field surveyors surveyed 

Emma Hipkins 

Jake Hipkins 

James Hipkins 

Shari Hirst 

Leslie Hodgskiss 

Linnea Hodgskiss 

Zac Hodgskiss 

Ashley Holmes 

Kris Holmes 

Pam Hood 

Andy & Polly Huppert 

Helen Ike 

Lucinda Jann 

Bud & Chris Jewett 

Roger Johnson 

Jan & Ron Jones 

Marianne Judge 

Pam Keller 

Jack Kennedy 

Olivia Kennedy 

Yvonne Kinsey 

Kathy Kinzfogl 

Carol Koepcke 

Kathy Koors 

Bob & Ruth Korn 

Terry & Donna Krebsbach 

Claudia & Marty Kux 

Laabs Family 

Ona Lake 

Mike Lake 

Lucas Lamar 

Sharon & Steve Lamar 

Danielle Lampersberger 

Heather Lampersberger 

Tanya Lampersberger 

Beth Layman 

Gary Lazarowski 

Alan Leftridge 

Erik Leithe 

Adam Lieberg 

Janet Linderman 

Tom Longmore 

Jessie & Mike Lund 

Dan &Sharon MacQuarrie 

Dee & John Mahoney 

Marilyn Mancini 

Roger Marshall 

Daniel Martin 

Jeff Mason 

Gary McCleery 

Gregory McCleery 

Laurie & Scott McCleery 

Mike McGrew 

Joan & Tom McGuire 

Ben Mendenhall 

Colleen & John Mercer 

Dixie & Neil Meyer 

Jan Mielke 

Mary Miester 

Mission Christian School 

Dennis & Nina Monson 

Bill & Jean Moore 

Bud Moore 

Vickie Moore 

Rich Morgan 

Shane Morigeau 

Jerye Motschman 

Cilla Moseley 

Pam Muskett 

NwC Students 

Harriet Nelson 

Rich Nelson 

Alan Newall 

Colleen & Stan Nicholson 

Susan & Jack Novosel 

Pat OôHerren 

Tom Opdahl 

Frank Owens 

Kay Owens 

William Owings 

Mike Palladini 

Gary Palm 

Danni Parcell 

Mitch Parcell 

Wrangell Parcell 

Melanie & Tom Parker 

Bill & Pam Peabody 

Jim & Terry Quinn 

Carolyne Quinn 

Barb & Joe Raible 

Robert Rasmussen 

Barabara Reavley 

Nathan Richardson 

Ted Richardson 

Gene Roeslar 

Jenny Rohrer 

Loren Rose 

Sue & Turk Rowlands 

Mark Ruby 

Vickie Russell 

Gordy Sanders 

Salmon Prairie School 

Seeley Swan High 

School 

Marian Seaman 

Dave Sharbono 

Lynne Shoup 

Grace Siloti 

Gordon Somerville 

Yvonne Sorovacu 

Jack & Pat Sowka 

Patti Sowka 

Betsy Spettigue 

Georgina Staggs 

Cori Stanek 

Kathlyn Stauffer 

Anna Stevenson 

Jessy Stevenson 

Lyndee Stevenson 

Mike Stevenson 

Roberta Stroden 

Dan Stone 

Mary Stone 

Herb Styler 

Summit Prep. School 

Swan Valley School 

Martha Swanson 

Jesse Swigert 

Susie Talkington 

Alan & Susan Taylor 

Lani & Roger Thomas 

Rich & Sally Thomason 

Ben Thompson 

Gene & Patti Tingle 

Patrick Torre 

Kem Trice 

Mark Vander Meer 

Suzanne Vernon 

Allison Vissichelli 

Paula Walsh 

Liza Ward 

Jim Webb 

Gina White 

Kamrie White 

Leonard White 

Jon Wittrich 

Taylor Wilcox 

Mary Lou Wilhelm 

Jill & Rich Wiseman 

Dodie Wood 

Ed & Marilyn Wolff 

Jody Wolff 

Carmen Wyant 

Judy Yajko 

Aurora Yates 

Pam Yates 

 

A UM student was in the Swan Valley in September to 

survey the surveyors at the Barber Pit Restoration site. A sen-

ior in forestry with a minor in wild land restoration, Brian 

Fauver wants to learn whether citizens can be effective at 

gathering field data to monitor restoration results. Brian is a 

former Northwest Connections Landscapes & Livelihoods 

student. 

The Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program 

(see page 1) provides funds for restoration projects in Mon-

tana’s South-

western 

Crown of the 

Continent. 

Part of the 

funding must 

be used to 

monitor the 

restoration 

activities over 

time. Yet 

funds for long

-term moni-

toring are lim-

ited. Engaging 

citizens to gather field data is one way to cut costs. But how 

accurate are citizen scientists?  

At Barber Pit, Fauver enlisted 7th-8th grade students and 

local adults. Each group was tasked with determining the 

frequency of occurrence of local noxious weeds, the tons of 

down woody per acre, and the depth of organic matter—

forest litter and duff.  

The Swan Valley School students were Becky Brand, 

Darien Conley, Jessie Hood, Katie Hood, Kimberly Kellog, 

Hailey Lindley, Stevi Meade, Mitch Parcell, Alaina Town-

send, and Aurora Yates. The adults were Dave Coover, Polly 

Ferguson, Rick Ferguson, Marilyn Mancini, Terri Quinn, Lani 

Thomas and Roger Thomas. 

After being schooled in noxious weed identification, the 

volunteers gathered weed frequency data at one meter inter-

vals along ten 30 meter transects. This was accomplished by 

placing a Daubenmire frame on the ground and noting the 

number of noxious weeds within the framed area. 

To determine the amount of forest fuels present, they 

measured the amount of down woody, again along transects.  

Next, the depth of forest litter and duff was measured. Two 

holes were dug at predetermined distances along the transect. 

The layers of litter and duff on the soil were measured with a 

metric ruler extended into the hole.  

All the numbers were then used to compare the accuracy 

of data between groups. Fauver is comparing the Swan Valley 

volunteers with other groups in the region, including profes-

sionals. We’ll share his results when the project is completed. 

Diann Ericson and volunteers at Barber Pit 

Restoration Site serving as citizen scientists  
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YES, I want to help Swan Ecosystem Center achieve its mission 

Please clip and mail 

 
Name______________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________ 
 
City___________________State____Zip__________ 
 
Phone______________________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________ 
 
My check for $________________is enclosed. 

I wish to donate as a: 

ÄFriend:   Up to $499 
 

ÄSupporter: $500 - $4,999 
 

ÄSponsor:      $5000 - $9,999 
 

ÄBenefactor: $10,000 - $19,999 
 

ÄPatron: $20,000 - above 

 

Send checks to Swan Ecosystem Center, 6887 MT Highway 83, Condon  MT  59826.  

If you would like to make a credit card donation please call SEC at 754-3137. 

 

After School Club 2011-12, 

Adventure Camp 2012 

2011  

Projected Expenses 

After School Club (ASC) for students 

age nine and up meets one afternoon a 

week during the school year. If you like 

hiking, snowshoeing and cross country 

skiing, you will like ASC. Every now and 

then there is some work to do in the native 

plant garden, on 

the interpretive 

trails and with 

the conifer sap-

lings.  

Adventure 

Camp is also for 

kids who like to get outdoors. We hike trails, survey 

frog ponds, fish and scramble around on rocks. Ad-

venture Camp is day camp lasting five days. It will 

be July 9-13 in 2012.  

Top: Adventure Camp up Lion 

Creek. Left: Diann Ericson and 
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Protecting special places 

Learning from the land 

Sustainable 

jobs 

2011-16 Programs 

 More than a drop in a bucket 

Caring for the land  
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