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Elk Foundation thins national forest land

The Rocky Mountain Elk Founda-
tion (RMEF) has a long-term steward-
ship agreement with the Forest Ser-
vice, allowing the nonprofit conserva-
tion group
to bid on,
and support,
projects that
might en-
hance habi-
tat for elk
and other
wildlife.
RMEF was
the success-
ful bidder
on several
activities in
the Meadow
-Smith Project, east of Highway 83.

RMETF contracted with Condon’s
Kvande Anderson (pictured) to thin a

45-year-old ponderosa pine plantation

originally planted in 1965 by his
grandfather Tuffy Anderson. The thin-

ning will allow the remaining trees to

“release” and grow into a mature
stand.

The Forest
Service-
RMEF
agreement
allows the
nonprofit to
contribute

funds to
ensure com-
pletion of
projects on
national
forest land
that might otherwise be too costly in
today’s markets.

RMEEF contracted with SEC as the
onsite contract administrator.

Landowner assistance programs underway

Most of Swan Ecosystem Center’s
cost-share funds for assisting land-
owners with forest health and fuels
reduction are committed until new
funding is secure.

SEC’s Forest Stewards Mike Pal-
ladini and Roger Marshall are helping
over 70 landowners complete forest
management and conservation plans.
This work has employed many local
contractors.

SEC has a waiting list for forest
stewardship cost-share assistance.
Funding is available, however, for ap-
proved wetland restoration projects.

For more on SEC’s forest steward-
ship services or to be added to the
waiting list, call 754-3137.

Update: Montana
Legacy Project

The Swan Lake Ranger District,
Flathead National Forest grew in mid-
March by about 44,500 acres. The land
held temporarily by The Nature Con-
servancy and The Trust for Public
Land transferred ownership as part of
Phase II of the Montana Legacy Pro-
ject.

About 20,000 acres intermixed
with the Swan River State Forest re-
main to transfer in December 2010
from Plum Creek Timber Company to
the two national land trust organiza-
tions. These “Phase III” lands are des-
tined for State ownership in 2011 or
later.

Backcountry rangers
hired on 5-year contracts

Swan Ecosystem Center has a for-
mal “Cost/Share” agreement with the
Flathead National Forest that allows
SEC, a private non-profit organiza-
tion, to help the Forest Service achieve
some of its management goals.

Employing backcountry rangers to
maintain trails and campsites and pro-
vide visitor information in the Mission
Mountains Wilderness and on the
Swan Range is one way the agreement
is used. SEC has been employing
backcountry rangers since 1997, in
recent years on two separate five-year
contracts, which are renewable each
year, dependent on funding.

Continued page 2

Our Vision

Mission

Swan Ecosystem Center

The Swan Valley is rural and wild. It is a rich environment where people and a
natural diversity of native plants and animals thrive. People learn and work to-
gether to ensure that the ecosystem’s resources are protected, responsibly used,

and available for all future generations.

Maintain a strong, vital community involved in setting its own destiny through
partnerships that encourage sustainable use and care of public and private lands.
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Officers of the Corporation:
Chair Neil Meyer
Vice Chair Russ Abolt
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Board of Directors:
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Neil Meyer
Joan McGuire
Bill Moore
Jerye Motschman
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Advisory Board:
Lex Blood
Jim Burchfield
Bob Cushman
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Swan Valley Ecosystem Management &
Learning Center, Inc.

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC) is a
nonprofit community group working on local
ecosystem and education programs.

SEC shares responsibility for the U.S.
Forest Service Condon Work Center through
partnership agreements with the Swan Lake
Ranger District of the Flathead National For-
est. This partnership allows the community to
maintain an effective working relationship
with the federal land managers.

Swan Ecosystem Center
6887 Highway 83, Condon, MT 59826
406/754-3137
406/754-3138
406/754-2965 (fax)
swanec@pblackfoot.net (e-mail)
SwanEcosystemCenter.org (Web)

SEC bids farewell to
Cookie; welcomes Uwe

Swan Ecosystem Center wel-
comed Uwe Schaefer March 15 as the
new director of finance. Uwe (0o vay)
is replacing
Cookie Beers,
who has been an

invaluable employee, helping SEC
build capacity to qualify for land-

owner assistance funding, pass finan-
cial audits with flying colors, and cre-
ate order out of chaos.

Uwe has a hard act to follow. Yet
he brings considerable experience,
having formerly served as finance offi-
cer for a private school and controller
for an architectural firm. Uwe lives in
Kalispell with his wife and two chil-
dren.

Save the date
Bear Social April 22

The Spring Bear
Wake Up Social
hosted by the Swan
Valley Bear Resources
will be at the Swan
Valley Community
Hall Thursday, April
22. Doors open at 5
p-m. Watch for the
spring edition of the Swan Valley Bear
News for more details.

SEC recently hired Betsy Spet-
tigue. She leads SEC’s participation on
the Bear Resources committee and the
overarching Swan Lands Wildlife sub-
committee. This group is made up of
residents, federal and state wildlife
managers, and nonprofits addressing
wildlife issues in the Swan Valley.

Rangers continued

This winter SEC solicited bids for
the 2010-14 contracts. Five bids for
each of the Mission Mountains Wil-
derness and Swan Range contracts
were received. The successful bidders
will be awarded contracts by May 1.

Although SEC employs the back-
country rangers to conduct the Forest
Service program of work, the Flathead
National Forest determines which
trails are to be open and maintained.
SEC raises more than half the funds
needed for these contracts. Sources
include the Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks Recreation Trails Program, the
National Forest Foundation and pri-
vate donations.

Raffle

Readers can support the program
by purchasing the enclosed raffle tick-
ets and earning a chance to win valu-
able prizes. The drawing will take
place Saturday, June 26 during the
Celebrate the Swan Race.

The funds will be used to main-
tain 98 miles of wilderness and back-
country trails and provide visitor in-
formation to protect fragile alpine re-
sources, people and wildlife.

Half-marathon foot race to
support backcountry trails

The Celebrate the Swan Race on
Saturday, June 26 will support SEC’s
trail and campsite programs in the
Mission Mountains Wilderness and
the Swan Range.

Events will include a half-
marathon, 10K and 5K races, and a 5K
and 1 mile fun walk/run. The races
will be held on forest roads in the Falls
Creek area, east of the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Condon Work Center and air-
strip.

The half-marathon will start at 9
a.m.; the other races will start at 10
a.m. Kids games will begin around
10:30 a.m. Entry forms and a race map
are available on the SEC Web site:
SwanEcosystemCenter.org.



Southwestern Crown Collaborative

Groups join forces, apply for
grant to support three Forests

Swan Ecosystem Center, Northwest Connections,
Clearwater Resources Council, and Blackfoot Challenge are
working with their three national forest districts, and other
partners, on a proposal that would fund fuels reduction and
forest restoration in the three watersheds.

Congress allocated the competitive grant funding in
early 2010. If successful, the grant could provide the dis-
tricts with up to $40 million over a 10-year period.

The Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Pro-
gram proposal would support projects identified by the
Swan Lake Ranger District, Seeley Lake Ranger District,
and the Lincoln District. All are located within the South-
western Crown—a 1.5 million acre portion of the greater
Crown of the Continent Ecosystem, which includes the Bob
Marshall Wilderness Complex, Waterton-Glacier Interna-
tional Peace Park, and surrounding lands and communities.

In addition to forest thinning to reduce fuels near
homes, the proposal would provide funding to enhance
forest resiliency, retain large trees, reduce sedimentation to
lakes and streams, replace culverts, and other projects.

Other cooperators include The Wilderness Society, Uni-
versity of Montana, Montana DNRC, Montana Economic
Development Group, Montana Forest Restoration Commit-
tee, and several others. Visit the Web site: SWCrown.com.

Summit to explore biomass use,
inspire local entrepreneurship

A one-day seminar on Friday, May 7 at Double Arrow
Lodge in Seeley Lake will explore the potential for local
utilization of the woody material accumulating in our for-
ests—not destined to become boards at a typical sawmill.

The purpose of the summit, “Emerging Markets for
Woody Biomass,” is to learn about business opportunities
relevant to our region, ranging from biochar to alternative
energy to nontraditional wood products.

Loren Rose, Pyramid Mountain Lumber; Rosalie Cates,
Montana Economic Development Group; and other speak-
ers will lay the groundwork for discussion. Nils Christoffer-
son, Wallowa Resources, Enterprise, Oregon; Joyce Dear-
styne, Framing Our Community, Elk City, Idaho; and Bill
Wall, Seeley Lake will bring examples of projects from
around the region to inform and inspire development here.

The gathering is being hosted by four nonprofit groups
in the Southwestern Crown —Blackfoot Challenge, Clearwa-
ter Resources Council, Northwest Connections and Swan
Ecosystem Center. The University of Montana and the Na-
tional Forest Foundation are providing support.

Thank You SEC Volunteers

We honor and appreciate all volunteers. Below are the

names of volunteers who contributed in 2008-09.
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Kathy Koors
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Terry & Donna Krebsbach
Claudia & Marty Kux
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Alan Leftridge

Erik Leithe

Adam Lieberg

Janet Linderman
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Larrine & Russ Abolt
Advanced Benefits

Mary & Richard Aley
Allegra Printing

Doug & Mary Anderson
Steve Anderson

Leslie Anderson & Tom Cook
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Alis & Richard Arrowood
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Cindy Betka
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Dr. Eric Cress & Linda Hom
Cygnet Lake Property Owners
Anne Dahl

Carol Daly
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Mary & Thomas Fitzsimon
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Thank You SEC Supporters

2007-10 financial donors are listed here. Volunteers are listed on page 3. Thank you all.
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Bill & Jean Moore
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Michael Morton
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Mark Ogle
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David & Kathryn Owen
Gary Palm
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Jeffrey & Maryann Pearson
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Jack & Rosemary Pierce
Charles Piper
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Jim & Terry Quinn
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Don Schmitz
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Don & Derry Shoemaker
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James & Barbara Snyder
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Jack & Pat Sowka

Betsy Spettigue

Dale Spettigue
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Dan & Sue Stone
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Roberta Stroden

Janet Sullivan

Kirk & Ellen Sullivan
Leslie Sunseri
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Swan Valley AARP
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Alan & Susan Taylor
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Tim & Donna Tiffin
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Nancy Treib

Barbara Trice
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Ray & Darla Trudel

Trust for Public Land
Florence Tucker

Barb & Larry Tveten
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Christy & Jack Veldbloom
Sheldon & Suzanne Vernon
Sara Vogel

Roger & Debbie Wade
Michael & Stark Ward
Garry & Joyce Decker Wegner
Bernd & Joan Welsch

Len White

Mary Lou Wilhelm
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Carol & Pat Williams
Leonard & Robin Williams
Jill & Richard Wiseman
John Wittrich & Dodie Wood
Doug & Linda Wold

Rita & Dr. Gary Wolfe

Ed & Marilyn Wolff
Duane & Sue Wright

John & Judi Yajko



Swan Valley School students enjoy skiing and snowshoeing

Swan Ecosystem Center Education Coordinator Diann Eric-
son shared SEC’s cross country skis and snowshoes with Swan
Valley Elementary School students in PE classes at the school, at
the Barber Pit Restoration site managed by the 7th and 8th
grade students, and with the After School Club at SEC.

The activities took place in February and early March until
the last remnants of snow disappeared. The ski and snowshoe
equipment was provided by the Seattle-based REI (Recreation
Equipment, Inc.) and the nonprofit Winter Wildlands Alliance
organization headquartered in Boise.

Right: Eighth graders
Katie, Keanna and
Cassidy practice their
stride and glide on the
school's play ground.

Below: Kindergarteners
and first graders practice
falling and getting up
with their snowshoes

on. Moving in snowshoes
was not a problems after
the first class.

Right: 4th-8th graders at
Swan Valley School
spent four PE classes
learning cross country
skiing with SEC's Edu-
cation Coordinator

Diann Ericson. ‘

Top: 7th and 8th graders wrap up an afternoon
of surveying and skiing at their restoration
project site, the Barber Creek Pit.

Below: Practicing basic locomotor movement
on snowshoes. Walking, hopping, jumping
and of course running provide good exercise
and fun.

1/

Wrangell Parcell at SEC



Web Spinner Novosel
remakes SEC Web site

Swan Ecosystem Center has
enlisted one of the Swan Valley’s
talented entrepreneurs, Susan No-
vosel, to revise and update our Web
site: SwanEcosystemCenter.org.

New on the SEC Web site is a

community calendar available to all.

The calendar lets people know what
is going on and helps them avoid
scheduling conflicts. To add an
event to the calendar, contact SEC
by phone or e-mail.

Susan has created a successful
Web spinning micro-business. In
addition to SEC’s Web site, she
manages the SwanValleyConserva-
tion.org, Web site, jointly offered by
SEC, Northwest Connections and
The Trust for Public Land.

Recycling News

Recycling advocate, Rick Fer-
guson, spurred a committee into
action in March. The group devel-
oped a list, available at SEC, of
recycling services located north
and south of the valley.

Also, the group is organizing
collection and transportation of
electronic equipment May 22 to
Kalispell, and hazardous waste to
Missoula in September. Watch
SEC’s Web site for more details:
SwanEcosystemCenter.org.

On the first and third Sundays
of each month, people can recycle
glass for a small fee in Whitefish
from 12:00 to 1:00 and in Kalispell
from 2:00 to 3:00. For more infor-
mation call 257-7855 or Swan Eco-
system Center at 754-3137.

YES, I can help

Send checks to Swan Ecosystem Center

6887 Highway 83, Condon, MT 59826

2010 Budget

Projects: $754,246
Bear Resources
Celebrate the Swan Race
Education
Forest Landowner Assistance
Public Information Services
Resource Center
Swan Lands Conservation Strategies
Water Quality Monitoring and Restoration
Watershed Restoration Plan
Wilderness and Backcountry Caretaking
Visitor Center
Operating Expenses: $66,750
(Land acquisition funding is not shown here.)

Anticipated Funding Sources

Non-Gov't Donations,
other 11%

Grants 19%

Gov’t Grants 70%
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