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Legacy project to protect Swan timberlands

Excitement and words of con-
gratulation are wafting on the wind as
news of the Montana Legacy Project
unfolds and details of the conserva-
tion agreement to protect 320,000 acres
of timberlands in western Montana
come to light.

About 66,000
acres of Plum Creek
Timber Company
land in the Swan Val-
ley will be safe from
subdivision develop-
ment and available
for timber manage-
ment, recreation and
wildlife habitat, ac-
cording to the plan.

“We found a nice
place when we came here; we need to
leave it the same when we are gone,”
said SEC chair Neil Meyer.

“It takes a weight off my shoul-
ders,” said Gary Lazarowski. “I was
worried about the land next to me.”

Senator Max Baucus included a
funding provision in the 2008 farm bill
allowing acquisition of timberlands
for the national forest system.

Representatives of the Trust for
Public Land (TPL), The Nature Con-
servancy (TNC), and Plum Creek Tim-
ber Company reached the agreement
in late June. It will have historic sig-
nificance in the Swan Valley, yet result
in very little change. The valley will
remain rural and wild.

Swan Ecosystem Center has been
working with TPL, Plum Creek, the
Forest Service and many other part-
ners to protect Plum Creek lands since

the late 1990s when the Flathead Na-
tional Forest acquired several sections
around Lindbergh Lake. TNC joined
the partnership more recently, playing
a key role in initiating the Montana
Legacy Project.

The Swan Valley and Mission Mountains. Photo by Diann Ericson

Some of the timberlands may be
available for the State of Montana to
acquire—or for other conservation
strategies, such as additional commu-
nity forest land. The final outcome,
however may be years away. SEC will
work with partners to provide oppor-
tunities for residents to weigh in on
the land’s dispersal.

Most of the parcels have been re-

Continued page 5

Bear Affair offers fun,
food and latest research

A beer and bratwurst festival at
Condon’s Hungry Bear Steakhouse
August 2 will celebrate Swan Valley
bears and be a barrel of fun.

Most of the Seeley-Swan Bear Af-
fair activities will take place on the
restaurant lawn behind the restaurant
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Chris Serhveen, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service grizzly bear coordina-
tor, will present his most recent digital
slideshow of bear research in the
Swan Valley. His indoor presentation
underscores the fact that people share
the Swan Valley with grizzly bears.

Tim Manley, Montana Fish, Wild-
life and Parks, will provide informa-
tion on how to successfully live with
bears and avoid conflicts.

A demonstration of Karelian bear
dogs by Wind River Bear Institute will
be a highlight for kids and adults.

Chuck Bartlebaugh, Center for
Wildlife Information, will demonstrate
the proper use of bear pepper spray.

Kids and adults can walk the Bear
Aware Trail, guided by Missoula Girl
Scouts, for a fun way to learn about
camping and hiking safely in bear
country. SEC’s Bear/Loon Ranger will
challenge people’s knowledge with
the Bear Jeopardy game.

Raffle

A raffle drawing to support the
Bear Aware program will take place
August 2 during the Bear Affair.
Prizes include three handmade quilts,
a river float trip donated by Montana

Continued page 5

Our Vision

Mission

Swan Ecosystem Center

The Swan Valley is rural and wild. It is a rich environment where people and a
natural diversity of native plants and animals thrive. People learn and work to-
gether to ensure that the ecosystem’s resources are protected, responsibly used,

and available for all future generations.

Maintain a strong, vital community involved in setting its own destiny through
partnerships that encourage sustainable use and care of public and private lands.




Respecting each other.
Sustoining the land,
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Swan Valley Ecosystem Management &
Learning Center, Inc.

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC) is a
nonprofit community group working on local
ecosystem and education programs.

SEC shares responsibility for the U.S.
Forest Service Condon Work Center through
partnership agreements with the Swan Lake
Ranger District of the Flathead National For-
est. This partnership allows the community to
maintain an effective working relationship
with the federal land managers.

Swan Ecosystem Center
6887 Highway 83, Condon, MT 59826
406/754-3137
406/754-3138
406/754-2965 (fax)
swanec@blackfoot.net (e-mail)
SwanEcosystemCenter.com (Web)

“The forces of nature are playing
out their role in the Missions this sum-
mer with raging creeks from late run-
off, making for challenging creek
crossings,” said wilderness ranger
Kari Gunderson on July 11 describing
conditions in the Mission Mountains
Wilderness.

“You can still find snow in the
high alpine lakes and as the snow
melts the mosquitos are building up
momentum.”

Furthermore the July 4 mini-

tornado that swept across the valley
from Piper Creek to Lion Creek up-
rooted thousands of trees across the
valley or broke them off at the trunks.

After the storm, Kari inspected the
Piper Creek Trail, which her crews
had recently opened. “I counted 133
trees down from the trailhead to the
wilderness boundary. I walked a mile
beyond the boundary and counted 40
more trees down with several jackpot
piles of stacked trees. Right now the
trail is impassable.”

On the Swan Range, Mike Childs
opened the Foothills Trail twice after
an earlier windstorm caused new
blowdown on trails on the east side of
the valley.

As of July 13, Hikers were encoun-
tering patches of snow at about 6,000
feet and wet camping spots where
melting was just occurring.

Visitors are also expected to com-
ply with the Flathead National Forest
Food Storage Order that protects peo-
ple and wildlife. Food must be hung
10 feet off the ground and 4 feet out

Top: Mike Childs and Diann Eric-
son clearing trails on the Swan
Range. Diann Ericson photo

Left: Mark Ruby and Adam Lieberg
with crosscut saw in Mission

' Mountains Wilderness.

Erika Edgley photo

from the trunk of a tree when people
are away from camp, or stored in an
approved bear resistant container. It is
also good practice to hang food at
night away from camp.

Coolers are not bear resistant. The
rangers ask you to leave coolers, even
if empty, in your car or in the cab of
your pickup truck. Bears can recog-
nize coolers and will inspect them.

Climbers should be reminded that
the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes close the area around McDon-
ald Peak each year from July 15 to Oc-
tober 1 to allow grizzly bears to feast
on insect larvae in the rocks.

SEC employs the rangers who
work in the Mission Mountains Wil-
derness and the Swan Range with
funds from the MT Fish, Wildlife and
Parks Recreation Trails Program, the
National Forest Foundation., the For-
est Service, and private donations.

Visit SwanEcosystemCenter.com
for trail reports or contact SEC at
406/754-3137.




Elk Creek fencing to restore native
plants and secure stream bank

A grant from Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks spawned
a restoration project to benefit bull trout in the Elk Creek
Conservation Area at the confluence of Elk Creek and the
Swan River.

During a restoration workshop in May offered by Wild-
land CPR and Northwest Connections (see spring newslet-
ter), participants noticed that hundreds of willow, red osier
dogwood, and cottonwood seedlings near the creek were
sprouting, but failing to reach maturity. They were being
severely browsed each year by elk, moose and deer.

The streamside area had been logged in the 1980s, but
the site had not regenerated. The banks were losing root
structure and collapsing, causing silt and sand to wash into
the creek, potentially discouraging bull trout from traveling
upstream to
spawn.

An on-
site discus-
sion during
the restora-
tion work-
shop led to a
plan for pro-
tecting
young de-
ciduous trees
and shrubs

Bill Moore and Mo Hartmann fasten wire mesh to
exclosure fence posts. Marnie Criley photo

with wire
“exclosures.”
The fencing would allow the seedlings to grow, establish
roots and eventually help secure the banks.

On June 11, volunteers working with a crew from Mark
Vander Meer’s Watershed Consulting erected the exclosures,
which range in size from four feet in diameter to protect in-
dividual plants to as large as 50 by 20 feet, where clusters of
seedlings were present. After about five years when the
plants are taller than deer and elk can reach, the fencing can
be moved to protect additional trees and shrubs.

A second small grant will fund the collection and germi-
nation of cottonwood and willow seedlings. The seeds are
being collected along Elk Creek by Native Ideals, an Arlee
nursery. When large enough, the seedlings will be placed in
pots and grown in the Swan Valley until they can be trans-
planted to Elk Creek.

People with extra garden space, a source of water, and
adequate fencing to keep deer out are invited to care for the
plants while they are in containers. For more information on
how to participate, please contact Swan Ecosystem Center.

Thank You SEC Volunteers

At long last we are making room to honor our recent
volunteers. Below are the names of people listed in our
Volunteer Sign Out Book, and a few others who are not
listed. We know that many volunteers never log their
hours in our book. Please help us correct this list. We want
to acknowledge everyone who contributes, and we want
to spell names right. Volunteers are very important. We
would be helpless without their contributions.

Larrine Abolt
Russ Abolt
Karen Anderson
Kvande Anderson
Leita Anderson
John Arias

June Ash

Ned Banning
Emily Beck
George Beck
Bill Beers
Katharine Beers
Austin Binder
Havanna Binder
Rick Birdwell
Dawn Bishop
Rick Bishop
Chelsea Bond
Conna Bond
Emily Beth Bond
Mark Bond
Taylor Bond
Bill Brenner
Elena Brown
Jeff Brown

Kim Brown
Mariah Childs
Mike Childs
Chuck Clarke
Lily Clarke
Paula Clarke
Will Clarke
Dale Conley
Karen Conley
Bob Cushman
Sue Cushman
Carol Daly
Anne Dahl
Dave Davis
Joanne Davis
Juan DeSanta Ana
Larry Dunham
Merilee Dunham
Jennifer Dyer
Betsey Ellis
Steve Ellis
Diann Ericson
Jordan Everson
Tyler Everson
Rick Ferguson
Elaine Flood
Mary Fitzsimon
Dwayne Forder
Ray Fox

James Freyholtz
Paul Gereg

Lisa Gerloff
Leslie Giles
Tom Giles

Ted Graf
Charlie Grant
Patti Grant
Glen Gray

Rip Grubaugh
Linda Guizzo
Kari Gunderson
Joanne Guyer
Vern Guyer
Pam Hamilton
Robin Hamilton

Mo Hartmann
Marybeth Hennessy
Betsey Hipkins
Emma Hipkins
Jake Hipkins
James Hipkins
Shari Hirst

Leslie Hodgskiss
Linnea Hodgskiss
Jessie Hood

Justin Hood

Katie Hood
Debbie Hulett
Candy Hummel
Jan Jones
Marianne Judge
Mike Lake

Adam Lieberg
Lucinda Jann

Ron Jones

Jack Kennedy
Olivia Kennedy
Jared Kesterson
Wes Kesterson
Anita Kim

Ben Kim

Dosung Kim
Justin Kim

Ryan Kim

Kathy Koors
Terry Krebsbach
Claudia Kux

Ona Lake

Lucas Lamar
Sharon Lamar
Steve Lamar
Danielle Lampersberger
Heather Lampersberger
Tanya Lampersberger
Alan Leftridge
Erik Leithe

Jessie Lund

Mike Lund

Roger Marshall
Jeff Mason

Sharon MacQuarrie
Brian McCleery
Gary McCleery
Gregory McCleery
Laurie McCleery
Scott McCleery
Mike McGrew
Stevie Meade

Ben Mendenhall
Dixie Meyer

Neil Meyer

Jan Mielke

Ken Miller

Ruthie Mizner-Welch
Dennis Monson
Bill Moore

Jean Moore

Bud Moore
Leonard Moore
Vickie Moore
Shane Morigeau
Jerye Motschman
Pam Muskett
Harriet Nelson
Nan Nelson

Rich Nelson

Alan Newall

Stan Nicholson
Susan Novosel
Tom Opdahl
Frank Owens

Kay Owens
William Owings
Gary Palm

Alyn Parcell

Mitch Parcell
Wrangell Parcel
Melanie Parker
Tom Parker

Bill Peabody

Pam Peabody

Jim Quinn

Robert Rasmussen
Keith Ream

Ted Richardson
Bobbie Jo Robinson
Loren Rose
Salmon Prairie School
Seeley Swan High School
Marian Seaman
Lynne Shoup
Grace Siloti

Jack Sowka

Pat Sowka

Betsy Spettigue
Anna Stevenson
Jesse Stevenson
Mike Stevenson
Roberta Stroden
Caitlin Stone

Dan Stone

Nathan Stone
Susan Stone

Mary Stone

Herb Styler
Summit Preparatory School
Swan Valley School
Martha Swanson
Susie Talkington
Alan “Pete” Taylor
Susan Taylor

Rich Thomason
Sally Thomason
Ben Thompson
Gene Tingle

Mark Vander Meer
Suzanne Vernon
Liza Ward

Gina White
Kamrie White
Margot Wilcox
Taylor Wilcox
Mary Lou Wilhelm
Dodie Wood

Ed Wolff

Marilyn Wolff
Judy Yajko

Aurora Yates

Issac Yates

Pam Yates

Sam Yates

Becky Zehntner




Recent financial donors are listed here. Volunteers are listed on the other side. Thank you all.

Larrine & Russ Abolt

Audra & Eric Adelberger
Mary & Richard Aley

Roxana Amiri & Farrokh Vahid
Bob & Donna Amo

Bill & Renee Anderson

Doug & Mary Anderson

Leslie Anderson & Tom Cook
Jeff & Pat Aresty

John Arias

Alis & Richard Arrowood

Bill & Onagh Ash

Jamie Ash & Erin McDonough
Rod & June Ash

Anne Ashbaugh & Pete Klein
John Badgley & Atsuko Koseki
Nancy Ball & Barney Jette

Bill & Judy Banning

Ned & Laura Banning

Chris Barnes

John Bates

Charlotte & Dr. Patrick Beatty
Beaverhead/D.L. Employees
Emily & George Beck

Bill & Katharine Beers
Josephine& Dr. James Bennington
Jill Belsky & Steve Seibert
Caroline & Dr. David Berner
William Beyer

Ann Atwood Biggs

Rick Birdwell & Kathy Koors
Dawn & Rick Bishop

Glenda Bradshaw& Henry Trotter
Hal & Arlene Braun

Bill Brenner

Kathleen Breslin & David Szwec
Dan & Sheri Burden

Charles & Marion Burmeister
Arthur & Patricia Busby

Erika & Tom Camp

Jennifer & John Cassedy, Jr.
Dr. Thomas Caughlan

Colleen & Jerry Cebula
Samsara Chapman

Mike Childs & Diann Ericson
Paula & Chuck Clarke

Brian Cleary

Clearwater River Realty

Kevin & Leslie Coates

Dave & Petra Coover

Dale & Karen Conley

Dr. Ivan Cordrey& Dr. Susan Ford
Kim Corette

Mary Ann & Shaun Corette
Elaine Corrigan

Cygnet Lake Property Owners
Anne Dahl

Tan Davidson

Loretta Davis

Joe Deandreis

Defenders of Wildlife

Sharon DeLong & Colin MacLean
Jill & Scott Doyle

Annie Dueker

Carolyn & Gary Dietrich

Marie Dinwoodie

Bill & Dr. Mary DiSomma
John Donaldson

Dave & Janet Downey

Jim & Wendy Drasdo

Myra Ducharme & Charles Sperry
Dale Dufour

Jennifer Dyer & Wayne Strevel
Vickie Edwards

Betsey & Steve Ellis

Donna Erickson & John Koenig
George & Jenise Eskridge

Falls Creek Ranch

Fred & Maria Fanizzi

Carolyn & Ken Farmer

First Valley Bank

Diana Fischer

Thank You SEC Supporters

Mary & Thomas Fitzsimon
Flathead Audubon Society
Flathead Animal Clinic
Flathead Land Trust
Terrence Flood

Ray Fox

Dick & Sally Fredricks
Gary & Wanda Freyholtz
Lawrence & Pamela Garlick
GE Foundation

GEI Consultants, Inc.
Leslie & Tom Giles

Gay Gillen

Eva & James Goodwin
Ted Graf

Debra Grahl & Roger Wade
Ellie & Max Greenough
Bill & Jeanette Gregg
Kari Gunderson

Laura Guptill

Jessica & Paul Gurinas
Nola Gurinas

Joanne & Vern Guyer
Peter & Carolyn Guynn
Doris Haasch

Dan & Pam Hamilton
Robin Hamilton

Jack & Suzy Hanna

Cherie Hansen

Harrington Family

Doug & Gael Harris

Kol Harvey

Linda & Mark Hawkins
Tom & Lucinda Heekin
Les & Mary Heim
Charlotte Heldstab

David & Tami Hirschfeld
Shari Hirst

Holland Lake Lodge
Marilyn & F.C. Horner
Kurt Howeler

A.J. & Martha Howsmon
Debbie & Tiger Hulett
Hummel Log Homes
Hungry Bear Steakhouse
John & Pat Jacobs

Michael Jansa

Dean Johnson

Susan & Robert Johnson
Patti Johnston & Tom Osen
Elizabeth Jonas

Julie & Jeffrey Jones
Thomas Kahl

Jacqueline & Mark Katrein
Blanche Keilman

John & Pam Keller

Cathy & Winton Kemmis
Brian Rex King

Kathy Kinzfogl & Brian Parks
Len & Cindy Kobylenski
Carol Koepcke

Tony Koessler

Dick & Mary Koors

Bob & Ruth Korn

Julie & Lendal Kotschevar
Sandy & Steve Kratville
Loren Kreck

Kurt's Polaris

Claudia & Marty Kux
Boris Lakusta

Sharon & Steve Lamar
Langlas Associates

Bill & Jean Langlas

Donn Lassila

Alan Leftridge

Janet Linderman

Marilyn Lind

Lindbergh Lake Property Owners
Liquid Louies

Jonathan & Nancy Lippincott
Jean Lix

Joni & Dr. Donald Lodmell

Robert Love

Dan & Sharon MacQuarrie
James Masar

Linda Matthew

Judith & Robert Maxwell
Connie & George McCabe
Pat & Riley McClelland
Elinor McDonough

Katie & Mike McGrew
Joan & John McMahon
Vince Meng

Dixie & Neil Meyer
Thomas & Helen Michael
Jan Mielke

Sharon Milar

Gary Miller, First Valley Bank
Mission Mountains Woodworks
Dennis & Nina Monson
Montana Tree Farm System
Bill & Jean Moore

Bud Moore, Coyote Forest
Michael Morton

Jerye Motschman

Claudia Narcisco

National Wildlife Federation
Rich & Harriet Nelson
Alan & Susan Newell

Bob Newman

Stan & Colleen Nicholson
Nissan North America, Inc.
Northwest Connections
Jack & usan Novosel
Christian & Julie Nygren
Ken Osher

Marvin Osher

John & Judi O'Steen

David & Kay Owen

Frank & Catherine Owens
Deanna Palm

Gary Palm

Bob & Danni Parcell
Melanie & Tom Parker
Alan & Connie Patterson
Jeffrey & Maryann Pearson
Deb & Leo Perkins

Marsha Penner

Vern Peterson

Heidi Pfirrmann
Photographer's Formulary
Charles Piper

Lt. Col. Peter & Anne Pitterle
Cork Platts

Plum Creek Timberlands
Virginia Polsen

Pyramid Mountain Lumber
Mahnaz Bano Qureshi

Barb & Joe Raible

Bruce Ramsburg

Dr. Kelly Rankin

Helen & Lawrence Rasmussen
Bob & Peggy Reed

Dick & Margaret Reeve
Rejuvenate Day Spa

Joan Render

Bruce & Kathleen Richardson
Jane Riggan

Dave & Susan Rittenhouse
Roxy & Dr. Hugh Rogers
Lary & Patty Rogers

Phila Rogers

Jenny Rohrer &Gary Lazarowski
Steve & Sue Rolfing

Carl & Patricia Rosenleaf
Jane Roth

William V. Roth, Jr.
Roveros

Sue & Turk Rowlands
Betty Dee & Phil Russ
Bruce & Jo Anne Rupp
Peggy Schlesinger & Ed Brunsvold
Don Schmitz

L.E. Scovel

Seeley Lake Historical Society
Seeley Lake Pharmacy

Al & Beulah Sept

Arthur Sherer

Don & Derry Shoemaker
Francis & Mary Sibert
Ken Siderius

Patricia Sinz

Chris Soelter

Debra & Scott Smith
Betsy Spettigue

Georgina & Walter Staggs
Standing Stones B& B
Jack & Pat Sowka
Stephanie Steck

Lyndee Stevenson

Mike Stevenson

Dan & Susan Stone

Skip Stratton

Roberta Stroden

Kirk & Ellen Sullivan
Myrna & Kirk Sullivan
Harry & Linforth Sultzer
Swan River Valley Real Estate
Swan Valley AARP

Swan Valley Dentistry
Swan View Coalition
Tamaracks Resort

Alan & Susan Taylor

Dr. Clark & Karen Taylor
Dee & Wyman Taylor
The Capital Group Companies
The Nature Conservancy
Maureen & Steven Tesch
Third Life Sculpting

Rich & Sally Thomason
Malcom Thompson

Bill Thornby

Donna & Sharon Tiffin
Gene & Patricia Tingle
Ross & Marion Titus
Triple L. Logistics

Hank Trotter

Marilen & Sherwood Trotter
Trust for Public Land
Florence Tucker

Barb & Larry Tveten

Upper Swan Valley Historical Society

Carolyn & Gerald Underwood
Valley Bookkeeping
Christy & Jack Veldbloom
Sheldon & Suzanne Vernon
Michael & Stark Ward
Roger & Jerry Watson
Bernd & Joan Welsch
Garry & Joyce Wegner
Carolyn & Henry Westra
Kevin Wetherell

Gary Whalen

Margot & Tim Wilcox
Lucille Wilhelm

Mary Lou Wilhelm

Brett Wilkison

Judy & Ross Wilcox

Tim & Margaret Wilcox
Carol & Pat Williams
Leonard & Robin Williams
Jill & Richard Wiseman
John Wittrich & Dodie Wood
Doug &Linda Wold

Rita & Dr. Gary Wolfe
Marilyn & Dr. Ed Wolff
Charlie & Ellie Wood
Carmen & Tim Wyant
Yoga in the Swan

John & Judi Yajko

Andi & Doud Zinser



Summer Programs

June 19-21, Living in the Swan Workshop
Homeowners receive valuable strategies from natural resource specialists for
fireproofing, landscaping and general land management of private property.

June 26, Frog Day
Adults and youth are encouraged to participate in the annual inventory of am-
phibians and reptiles by helping to survey wetlands of the Elk Creek area.

June 28, Geology Workshop
Retired geologist Lex Blood will conduct a brief lecture and extended field tour
on the topic of Swan Valley geology.

July 5, Foot Race
The sixth annual Celebrate the Swan Race. Half marathon, 10K, 5K and one mile
fun run to support land conservation in the Swan Valley, including games for
youngsters.

July 7-11, Y-Camp
Five days of outdoor education and fun in the Swan Valley for youth ages 8-12.
US Forest Service Condon Work Center, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Fee $35 /child.
Inquire about scholarships. Call 677-3033 for more information.

July 24-25, Fish Camp
Youth learn from biologists and fishing experts the basics of fishing techniques,
equipment, trout identification, catch and release and much more. Held at Van
Lake. Be at Van Lake by 10:00 a.m. Suggested donation, $10/person, $20/family.
Sign up deadline, July 21.

July 31, History Night
This year’s annual local history night will feature Steve Lamar discussing his
book, Swan Valley Place Names. US Forest Service Condon Work Center, 7:00-
8:30 p.m.

August 1, Fly Fishing
Renowned fly fishing expert Les Rutledge will offer classroom and streamside
instruction. Meet at US Forest Service Condon Work Center, 10- 2:30 p.m. Class
size limited to 12. Fee $25/person. Deadline to sign up July 30.

August 4-8, Backpacking
Two days of instruction and two nights in the woods. Learn backpacking tech-
niques to simplify and enjoy camping in the backcountry. Students under 11 must
be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Classes 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon. Dona-
tions appreciated. Sign up deadline, July 30.

August 14, Osprey
Wildlife biologist from the University of Montana will discuss the natural history
of osprey, commonly seen at Holland Lake as well as all of the Seeley-Swan Val-
leys. Holland Lake Beach, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

August 16, Patagonia Wildlife
Jim Williams of MT FWP, will narrate awesome photos and discuss his work
with wildlife managers in Patagonia, Argentina. USFS Condon Work Center,
7:00 -8:30 p.m. Sign up deadline, August 14.

September 20, History Bus
Salmon Prairie history bus tour. See and hear about homesteads, schools and
sawmills in the valley including the Salmon Prairie School, used continuously
since its origin in 1921. Meet at the USFS Condon Work Center 9:30 a.m.- 2:30
p.m. bus tour, bring a lunch. Sign up deadline, September 15.

Bear Affair continued...

Raft Company, pottery by Bob and
Ruth Korn, and many other items.

Raffle tickets cost $10 each or four
tickets for $30. Funds will be used to
purchase more bear resistant contain-
ers for SEC’s loaner program to help
residents secure their garbage. Tickets
can be purchased by mail to Swan
Ecosystem Center, 6887 Highway 83,
Condon, MT 59826. To purchase by
credit card, call SEC at 406-754-3137.

The Bear Affair is a cooperative
project among SEC, Northwest Con-
nections, Seeley Lake Bear Aware, US
Fish and Wildlife Service, MT Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, Flathead National
Forest and other partners.

Special thanks to Dan Larsen for
donating garbage pick up, trans-
porting a bear resistant container,
and helping to prevent bear prob-
lems at Condon’s July 4 O-Mok-See
and festivities.

Montana Legacy continued...

cently logged resulting in limited sup-
ply. Yet a “fiber supply agreement”
will deliver timber products at market
rate to Plum Creek’s Montana mills
over the next 10-15 years. Independent
loggers will have opportunities to har-
vest the materials. Proceeds will be
used to cover management costs and
may be locally reinvested.

No one knows how Montana’s
timber economy will fare with global
competition and high fuel prices.
Given it is more efficient to manage
large blocks of land than smaller resi-
dential parcels, the Montana Legacy
Project offers some opportunities for
mill workers, loggers and log truck
drivers in the Swan Valley.

As the forests regenerate they will
provide “ecosystem services” such as
clear running streams, carbon seques-
tration, and wildlife habitat for native
species.

Visit TheMontanaLegacyPro-
ject.org for more information.



Geology field trip...

Dr. Lex Blood,
Kalispell, led SEC’s
June 28 geology work-
shop and field tour.
The group visited sev-
eral sites in the Swan
Valley.

The Mission
Mountains, Swan
Range, and valley
floor were formed
from mud sediments,
much of it laid down
before life got its start.
The rock layers were then uplifted
through faulting and the movement

mud dried are evidence of ancient

2008 Budget

Projects: $339,287

Bear Aware

Education

Firewise and Fuels Reduction Grants

Foot Race

Forest Stewardship

Oral Histories

Resource Center

Swan Lands Conservation

Water Quality Monitoring and Restoration

Wilderness Caretaking

Visitor Center
Operating Expenses: $57,825

(Swan Lands and Elk Creek acquisition funding is not
shown here.)

Anticipated Funding Sources

If you would like to use your credit card to make a donation, please call SEC at 406/754-3137.
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