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Changes in the Swan Valley call for super hero

The Swan Valley is changing: new
homes in the forest, views through the
trees where once there were dense
stands, open swathes on
the hillsides from the
recent Crazy Horse and
Holland Peak fires, and
new colors on the maps
where lands have
changed hands.

Plum Creek Timber
Company has been sell-
ing land, much of it to
the Forest Service for
conservation purposes,
but some is being con-
verted to residential
subdivision and in a
few places “No Tres-
passing” signs have
blocked passage where
we once freely walked. About 66,500
acres of Plum Creek lands may be sold
in the next few years.

In an effort to slow the change
caused by development, about 30 new
and longtime residents have negoti-
ated conservation easements with land
trust organizations, giving up valu-
able development rights and disallow-
ing future subdivision to protect their
private forestlands, wildlife habitat,
open space and a rural way of life.

When newcomers arrive, they
naturally are eager to “improve” their
places, but often before learning the
functional role of their forestlands in
the larger ecosystem or how to utilize
best management practices.

New residents recognize the need
to reduce forest fuels near their home

Mike Palladini, SEC’s new Land
and Forest Steward

sites, but each property has its unique
attributes and requires a site-specific
plan. There are a myriad of issues to
consider.
i 4 The Swan Valley map
;| resembles a checker-
‘ board with the lands
-~ managed by Plum Creek
. intermingled with na-
tional forest lands, and
< 4 toa lesser extent state
|  forest lands. The resi-
A y dential areas are spread-
“| . ing out from the high-
\ ‘ way and the Swan

River, farther into the
forests and up the hill-
sides.
We have grizzly bears,
gray wolves, bull trout
and other wildlife feder-
ally listed under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, and we have more wetlands
and rare plants than anywhere else in
Montana. Everything we do on private
or public lands affects everything else.
In this complicated setting, what
we need short of a super hero, is a

Continued page 2

Swan Lands Update

Collaboration leads
to conservation

In early 2007, The Trust for Public
Land (TPL) acquired 480 acres of Plum
Creek Timber Co. land adjacent to the
Swan River State Forest (Section 29,
T23N, R17W) and then conveyed it to
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
(FWP). Funding came from the federal
Forest Legacy Program and the pri-
vate Wyss Foundation.

In July, an additional 640 acres
(521, T23N, R17W) was acquired with
Forest Legacy funds and was later
passed on to FWP. The Wyss Founda-
tion and the Bonneville Power Ad-
ministration contributed funding for
this acquisition.

In December, another 320 acres of
Plum Creek land (N1/2 Section 33,
T23N, R17W) was purchased by TPL.
It was also conveyed to FWP, utilizing
funding from the Forest Legacy Pro-
gram and the Wyss Foundation.

The federal Forest Legacy Pro-
gram provides funds to protect forest-

Continued page 2

Congratulations

Photo Contest Winners
Landscape—Lee Anne Stultz, Bigfork
Outdoor Recreation—Paul Gereg,

Swan Valley
Outdoor Work—Lucas Lamar,

Swan Valley
Wildlife—Jesse Lee Varnado, Helena
Youth—Martin Horejsi, Missoula

For details see SwanValleyConservation.org.

Our Vision

Mission

Swan Ecosystem Center

The Swan Valley is rural and wild. It is a rich environment where people and a
natural diversity of native plants and animals thrive. People learn and work to-
gether to ensure that the ecosystem’s resources are protected, responsibly used,

and available for all future generations.

Maintain a strong, vital community involved in setting its own destiny through
partnerships that encourage sustainable use and care of public and private lands.
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Officers of the Corporation:
Chair Neil Meyer
Vice Chair Russ Abolt
Treasurer Steve Ellis

President/Secretary Anne Dahl

Board of Directors:
Russ Abolt
Steve Ellis
Tom Giles
Glen Gray

Pam Hamilton
Neil Meyer
Bill Moore

Jerye Motschman

Tom Parker
Gene Tingle

Advisory Board:
Lex Blood
Jim Burchfield
Bob Cushman
Chuck Harris
Betsy Spettigue

Swan Valley Ecosystem Management &
Learning Center, Inc.

Swan Ecosystem Center (SEC) is a non-
profit community group working on local eco-
system and education programs.

SEC shares responsibility for the U.S.
Forest Service Condon Work Center through
partnership agreements with the Swan Lake
Ranger District of the Flathead National For-
est. This partnership allows the community to
maintain an effective working relationship
with the federal land managers.

Swan Ecosystem Center
6887 Highway 83, Condon, MT 59826
406/754-3137
406/754-3138
406/754-2965 (fax)
swanec@blackfoot.net (e-mail)
SwanEcosystemCenter.com (Web)

Super hero continued...

Land and Forest Steward, someone to
coordinate conservation planning in
response to Plum Creek divestment
and be available to help new and long-
time landowners maintain their valu-
able timberlands and protect the natu-
ral amenities that brought them here
in the first place.

Swan Ecosystem Center hired
Mike Palladini in April to fill this su-
per hero role. Mike is an ornithologist,
with an MS in Wildlife Biology from
Humboldt State University. His thesis
dealt with the effects of ponderosa
pine forest restoration on Cooper’s
hawks. In 2007, while working at the
Avian Science Center in Missoula,
Mike conducted research on bird com-
munities in old growth forests in
northwestern Montana.

“I'm a research scientist by train-
ing, but my goal has always been to
make a difference,” Mike said in his
job interview. “Coordinating conser-
vation strategies and helping land-
owners with stewardship plans will
put my science training to work.”

Mike has a three-part job. He will
be responsible for convening and fa-
cilitating meetings among all the agen-
cies and organizations that tackle con-
servation in the Swan Valley.

To help landowners, Mike will

Swan Lands continued...

lands in the United States. The pro-
gram requires matching funds total-
ling 25 percent of the cost of an acqui-
sition or conservation easement.

In April 2007, TPL completed the
acquisition of 440 acres of Plum Creek
land in the Owl Creek area and con-
veyed it to an adjacent private buyer
who plans to protect the land with a
conservation easement.

The Montana Land Reliance, Vital
Ground Foundation, and TPL worked
together to complete several conserva-
tion easements on private parcels in
the Swan Valley. Through these col-
laborative efforts, an additional 1,324
acres of private lands were placed un-

work hand-in-hand with residents and
with SEC’s Kathy Koors, and DNRC's
Service Forester Allen Branine to de-
vise effective stewardship plans, en-
hancing SEC’s current landowner pro-
gram.

To improve communication be-
tween Swan Valley residents and pub-
lic land mangers, he will also organize
field tours and meetings with the Flat-
head National Forest and the Swan
River State Forest. This will provide a
learning opportunity for landowners
and help the agencies develop good

Events, Meetings and
Field Tours Schedule

May 13—Spring Outdoor Clean up Day, U.S.F.
S. Condon Work Center, all day.

May 17 - 18—Restoration Workshop at SEC and
the Elk Creek Conservation Area beginning at
9am on May 17.

May 22—Swan Lands Coordinating Committee
at SEC, noon-2pm.

May 29—Noxious Weed Meeting—Swan Eco-
system Center, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

May 30—Hemlock Elk Fuels Reduction and
Forest Health Stewardship Project field tour,
begin at SEC, 9 am.

June 19, 20 & 21—L.iving in the Swan land-
owner workshop, at the Swan Valley Community
Hall, beginning at 8:30 a.m. on June 19.

der easements, including 870 acres of
land previously owned by Plum
Creek.

Efforts continue this year to de-
velop and implement conservation
strategies for the Swan Valley, includ-
ing the protection of 9,142 acres of
identified Plum Creek lands with high
resource values, including wildlife,
fisheries and wetland habitat, public
recreation, and timberlands that are at
risk of development and subdivision.

To view the updated conservation
map and learn more details about the
conservation strategy, visit the Web
site SwanValleyConservation.org.




Fuels reduction project alters the views
from the Everchanging Forest Trail

The view from the g«
trailhead at the start of »
SEC’s Everchanging -
Forest Trail indicates
the forest is indeed
changing, in this case

from recent thinning
as part of the Forest
Service Condon Fuels
Reduction steward-
ship project.

Last winter Pyra-
mid Mountain Lum-
ber thinned the forest
west of the U.S. Forest
Service Condon Work
Center.

Volunteers will be called on this summer to help re-
vise the trail signs and brochures so they reflect these hu-
man-caused changes as well as natural events that have
occurred in recent years.

Restoration workshop planned
for Elk Creek Conservation Area

The Elk Creek Conservation Area will be the site of a
restoration workshop May 17-18. Open to landowners
and contractors, participants will develop a restoration
strategy that can be used throughout the Swan Valley.

Topics will include assessing restoration needs; de-
veloping plans; restoring roads, streams and ponds; man-
aging noxious weeds; using native plants; creating a res-
toration workforce; and other topics.

Restoration consultant Sungnome Madrone will lead
the workshop. He was a co-director of Natural Resources
Services (NRS), a Division of Redwood Community Ac-
tion Agency in Humboldt County, Calif. NRS provides
assistance to watershed groups such as Swan Ecosystem
Center.

Madrone is a certified Forest Stewardship Lead Pro-
fessional. He received the 2005 Restoration Worker of the
Year Award from the Alliance of Sustainable Jobs and the
Environment. He is a past board president of the National
Network of Forest Practitioners.

The workshop is sponsored by Wildlands CPR, a
Missoula-based organization specializing in restoration,
Northwest Connections, a Swan Valley nonprofit group,
and Madrone Enterprises, Inc. Contact Northwest Con-
nections, 754-3185, or go to the NwC Web site to sign up:
northwestconnections.org.

Thank You SEC Volunteers

At long last we are making room to honor our recent
volunteers. Below are the names of people listed in our
Volunteer Sign Out Book, and a few others who are not
listed. We know that many volunteers never log their
hours in our book. Please help us correct this list. We want
to acknowledge everyone who contributes, and we want
to spell names right. Volunteers are very important. We

would be helpless without their contributions.

Larrine Abolt

Robin Hamilton

Harriet Nelson

Russ Abolt Mo Hartmann Nan Nelson
Karen Anderson Marybeth Hennessy Rich Nelson
Kvande Anderson Betsey Hipkins Alan Newall
Leita Anderson Emma Hipkins Stan Nicholson
John Arias Jake Hipkins Susan Novosel
June Ash James Hipkins Tom Opdahl
Ned Banning Shari Hirst Frank Owens
Emily Beck Leslie Hodgkiss Kaye Owens
George Beck Linnea Hodgkiss William Owings
Bill Beers Jessie Hood Gary Palm
Katharine Beers Justin Hood Alyn Parcell
Austin Binder Katie Hood Mitch Parcell
Havanna Binder Debbie Hulett Wrangell Parcel
Rick Birdwell Candy Hummel Melanie Parker
Dawn Bishop Jan Jones Tom Parker
Rick Bishop Marianne Judge Bill Peabody
Chelsea Bond Mike Lake Pam Peabody
Conna Bond Adam Lieberg Jim Quinn
Emily Beth Bond Lucinda Jann Robert Rasmussen
Mark Bond Ron Jones Keith Ream
Taylor Bond Jack Kennedy Ted Richardson
Bill Brenner Olivia Kennedy Bobbie Jo Robinson
Elena Brown Jerod Kesterson Loren Rose

Jeff Brown Wes Kesterson Salmon Prairie School
Kim Brown Anita Kim Seeley Swan High School
Mariah Childs Ben Kim Marian Seaman

Mike Childs Dosung Kim Lynne Shoup

Chuck Clarke Justin Kim Grace Siloti

Lily Clarke Ryan Kim Jack Sowka

Paula Clarke Kathy Koors Pat Sowka

Will Clark Terry Krebsbach Betsy Spettigue

Dale Conley Claudia Kux Anna Stevenson

Karen Conley Ona Lake Jesse Stevenson

Bob Cushman
Sue Cushman

Carol Daly Steve Lamar Caitlin Stone

Anne Dahl Danielle Lampersberger Dan Stone

Dave Davis Heather Lampersberger Nathan Stone
Joanne Davis Tanya Lampersberger Susan Stone

Juan DeSanta Ana Alan Leftridge Mary Stone

Larry Dunham Erik Leithe Herb Styler
Merilee Dunham Jessie Lund Summit Preparatory School
Jennifer Dyer Mike Lund Swan Valley School
Betsey Ellis Roger Marshall Martha Swanson
Steve Ellis Jeff Mason Susie Talkington
Diann Ericson Sharon MacQuarrie Alan “Pete” Taylor
Jordan Everson Brian McCleery Susan Taylor

Tyler Everson Gary McCleery Rich Thomason
Rick Ferguson Gregory McCleery Sally Thomason
Elaine Flood Laurie McCleery Ben Thompson
Mary Fitzsimon Scott McCleery Gene Tingle
Dwayne Forder Mike McGrew Mark Vander Meer
Ray Fox Stevie Meade Suzanne Vernon
James Freyholtz Ben Mendenhall Liza Ward

Paul Gereg Dixie Meyer Gina White

Lisa Gerloff Neil Meyer Kamrie White
Leslie Giles Jan Mielke Margot Wilcox
Tom Giles Ken Miller Taylor Wilcox

Ted Graf Ruthie Mizner-Welch Mary Lou Wilhelm
Charlie Grant Dennis Monson Dodie Wood

Patti Grant Bill Moore Ed Wolff

Glen Gray Jean Moore Marilyn Wolff

Rip Grubaugh Bud Moore Judy Yajko

Linda Guizzo
Kari Gunderson

Lucas Lamar
Sharon Lamar

Leonard Moore
Vickie Moore

Mike Stevenson
Roberta Stroden

Aurora Yates
Issac Yates

Joanne Guyer Shane Morigeau Pam Yates
Vern Guyer Jerye Motschman Sam Yates
Pam Hamilton Pam Muskett Becky Zehntner




Recent financial donors are listed here. Volunteers are listed on the other side. Thank you all.

Larrine & Russ Abolt

Audra & Eric Adelberger
Mary & Richard Aley

Roxana Amiri & Farrokh Vahid
Bob & Donna Amo

Bill & Renee Anderson

Doug & Mary Anderson

Leslie Anderson & Tom Cook
Jeff & Pat Aresty

John Arias

Alis & Richard Arrowood

Bill & Onagh Ash

Jamie Ash & Erin McDonough
Rod & June Ash

Anne Ashbaugh & Pete Klein
John Badgley & Atsuko Koseki
Nancy Ball & Barney Jette

Bill & Judy Banning

Ned & Laura Banning

Chris Barnes

Charlotte & Dr. Patrick Beatty
Beaverhead/D.L. Employees
Emily & George Beck

Bill & Katharine Beers
Josephine& Dr. James Bennington
Jill Belsky & Steve Seibert
Caroline & Dr. David Berner
William Beyer

Ann Atwood Biggs

Rick Birdwell & Kathy Koors
Dawn & Rick Bishop

Glenda Bradshaw& Henry Trotter
Hal & Arlene Braun

Bill Brenner

Kathleen Breslin & David Szwec
Dan & Sheri Burden

Charles & Marion Burmeister
Arthur & Patricia Busby

Erika & Tom Camp

Jennifer & John Cassedy, Jr.
Dr. Thomas Caughlan

Colleen & Jerry Cebula
Samsara Chapman

Mike Childs & Diann Ericson
Paula & Chuck Clarke

Brian Cleary

Clearwater River Realty

Kevin & Leslie Coates

Dave & Petra Coover

Dale & Karen Conley

Dr. Ivan Cordrey& Dr. Susan Ford
Kim Corette

Mary Ann & Shaun Corette
Elaine Corrigan

Cygnet Lake Property Owners
Anne Dahl

lan Davidson

Loretta Davis

Joe Deandreis

Defenders of Wildlife

Sharon DeLong & Colin MacLean
Jill & Scott Doyle

Annie Dueker

Carolyn & Gary Dietrich
Marie Dinwoodie

Bill & Dr. Mary DiSomma
John Donaldson

Dave & Janet Downey

Jim & Wendy Drasdo

Myra Ducharme & Charles Sperry
Dale Dufour

Jennifer Dyer & Wayne Strevel
Vickie Edwards

Betsey & Steve Ellis

Donna Erickson & John Koenig
George & Jenise Eskridge

Falls Creek Ranch

Carolyn & Ken Farmer

First Valley Bank

Thank You SEC Supporters

Diana Fischer

Mary & Thomas Fitzsimon
Flathead Audubon Society
Flathead Animal Clinic
Flathead Land Trust
Terrence Flood

Ray Fox

Dick & Sally Fredricks
Gary & Wanda Freyholtz
Lawrence & Pamela Garlick
GE Foundation

GEI Consultants, Inc.
Leslie & Tom Giles

Gay Gillen

Eva & James Goodwin
Ted Graf

Debra Grahl & Roger Wade
Ellie & Max Greenough
Bill & Jeanette Gregg

Kari Gunderson

Laura Guptill

Jessica & Paul Gurinas
Nola Gurinas

Joanne & Vern Guyer
Peter & Carolyn Guynn
Doris Haasch

Dan & Pam Hamilton
Robin Hamilton

Jack & Suzy Hanna
Cherie Hansen

Harrington Family

Doug & Gael Harris

Kol Harvey

Linda & Mark Hawkins
Tom & Lucinda Heekin
Les & Mary Heim
Charlotte Heldstab

David & Tami Hirschfeld
Shari Hirst

Holland Lake Lodge
Marilyn & F.C. Horner
Kurt Howeler

A.J. & Martha Howsmon
Debbie & Tiger Hulett
Hummel Log Homes
Hungry Bear Steakhouse
John & Pat Jacobs
Michael Jansa

Dean Johnson

Susan & Robert Johnson
Patti Johnston & Tom Osen
Elizabeth Jonas

Julie & Jeffrey Jones
Thomas Kahl

Jacqueline & Mark Katrein
Blanche Keilman

John & Pam Keller

Cathy & Winton Kemmis
Brian Rex King

Kathy Kinzfogl & Brian Parks
Len & Cindy Kobylenski
Carol Koepcke

Tony Koessler

Dick & Mary Koors

Bob & Ruth Korn

Julie & Lendal Kotschevar
Sandy & Steve Kratville
Loren Kreck

Kurtts Polaris

Claudia & Marty Kux
Boris Lakusta

Sharon & Steve Lamar
Bill & Jean Langlas

Donn Lassila

Alan Leftridge

Janet Linderman

Marilyn Lind

Lindbergh Lake Property Owners
Liquid Louies

Jonathan & Nancy Lippincott
Jean Lix

Joni & Dr. Donald Lodmell
Robert Love

Dan & Sharon MacQuarrie
James Masar

Linda Matthew

Connie & George McCabe
Pat & Riley McClelland
Elinor McDonough

Katie & Mike McGrew
Joan & John McMahon
Vince Meng

Dixie & Neil Meyer
Thomas & Helen Michael
Jan Mielke

Sharon Milar

Gary Miller, First Valley Bank
Mission Mountains Woodworks
Dennis & Nina Monson
Montana Tree Farm System
Bill & Jean Moore

Bud Moore, Coyote Forest
Michael Morton

Jerye Motschman

Claudia Narcisco

National Wildlife Federation
Rich & Harriet Nelson
Alan & Susan Newell

Bob Newman

Stan & Colleen Nicholson
Nissan North America, Inc.
Northwest Connections
Jack & Susan Novosel
Christian & Julie Nygren
Ken Osher

Marvin Osher

John & Judi O*Steen

David & Kay Owen

Frank & Catherine Owens
Deanna & Gary Palm

Bob & Danni Parcell
Melanie & Tom Parker
Alan & Connie Patterson
Jeffrey & Maryann Pearson
Deb & Leo Perkins

Marsha Penner

Vern Peterson

Heidi Pfirrmann
Photographerts Formulary
Charles Piper

Lt. Col. Peter & Anne Pitterle
Cork Platts

Plum Creek Timberlands
Virginia Polsen

Pyramid Mountain Lumber
Mahnaz Bano Qureshi

Barb & Joe Raible

Bruce Ramsburg

Dr. Kelly Rankin

Helen & Lawrence Rasmussen
Bob & Peggy Reed

Dick & Margaret Reeve
Rejuvenate Day Spa

Joan Render

Bruce & Kathleen Richardson
Jane Riggan

Dave & Susan Rittenhouse
Roxy & Dr. Hugh Rogers
Lary & Patty Rogers

Phila Rogers

Steve & Sue Rolfing

Carl & Patricia Rosenleaf
Jane Roth

William V. Roth, Jr.
Roveros

Sue & Turk Rowlands
Betty Dee & Phil Russ
Bruce & Jo Anne Rupp

Peggy Schlesinger & Ed Brunsvold
Don Schmitz

L.E. Scovel

Seeley Lake Historical Society
Seeley Lake Pharmacy

Al & Beulah Sept

Arthur Sherer

Don & Derry Shoemaker
Francis & Mary Sibert

Ken Siderius

Patricia Sinz

Chris Soelter

Debra & Scott Smith

Betsy Spettigue

Georgina & Walter Staggs
Standing Stones B& B

Jack & Pat Sowka

Stephanie Steck

Lyndee Stevenson

Mike Stevenson

Dan & Susan Stone

Skip Stratton

Roberta Stroden

Kirk & Ellen Sullivan
Myrna & Kirk Sullivan
Harry & Linforth Sultzer
Swan River Valley Real Estate
Swan Valley AARP

Swan Valley Dentistry

Swan View Coalition
Tamaracks Resort

Alan & Susan Taylor

Dr. Clark & Karen Taylor
Dee & Wyman Taylor

The Capital Group Companies
The Nature Conservancy
Maureen & Steven Tesch
Third Life Sculpting

Rich & Sally Thomason
Malcom Thompson

Bill Thornby

Donna & Sharon Tiffin
Gene & Patricia Tingle

Ross & Marion Titus

Hank Trotter

Marilen & Sherwood Trotter
Trust for Public Land

Barb & Larry Tveten

Upper Swan Valley Historical Society

Carolyn & Gerald Underwood
Valley Bookkeeping
Christy & Jack Veldbloom
Sheldon & Suzanne Vernon
Michael & Stark Ward
Roger & Jerry Watson
Garry & Joyce Wegner
Carolyn & Henry Westra
Kevin Wetherell

Gary Whalen

John Whitrich & Dodie Wood
Lucille Wilhelm

Mary Lou Wilhelm

Brett Wilkison

Judy & Ross Wilcox

Tim & Margaret Wilcox
Carol & Pat Williams
Leonard & Robin Williams
Rita & Dr. Gary Wolfe
Marilyn & Dr. Ed Wolff
Charlie & Ellie Wood
Carmen & Tim Wyant
Yoga in the Swan

John & Judi Yajko

Andi & Doud Zinser



Living in the Swan
Best Management Practices Workshop for Landowners

A workshop for longtime resi-
dents and new arrivals June 19-21 will
help people make informed choices
when caring for their land.

Swan Ecosystem Center is spon-
soring this landowner workshop at the
Swan Valley Community Hall.

Topics will include: tree diseases
and insects, water quality, landscap-
ing and native plants, thinning and
logging, weeds, conservation strate-
gies, living with wildlife, and wildfire
home protection.

Local landscapers and logging
contractors are invited to provide in-

formation about their services at the
workshop. Contractors should call
Swan Ecosystem Center to sign up.
Due to time constraints, the number of
local businesses participating will be
on a first-come first-serve basis.

Workshop participants are asked
to pre-register by June 15. Fees include
refreshments, hall rental, transporta-
tion and materials. Registration for the
3-day workshop is $40 or $15 per day.
Family rates will be $50 and $20 re-
spectively. Call Swan Ecosystem Cen-
ter —754-3137 —to sign up and to re-
ceive a syllabus.

Taylor Wilcox, SEC youth volunteer honored

Swan Ecosystem Center’s nomi-
nee for the Montana Environmental
Education Asso-
ciation Student
of the Year
award received
the top honor for
his volunteer
water quality _
monitoring, wet- "
land restoration, -
and assistance
with SEC's stu-
dent fieldtrips.

Taylor Wil-
cox received his
Award March 14
in Helena at
MEEA’s annual
conference. In May, he will report on
SEC’s volunteer youth water quality

monitoring program and review the

data collected in the Swan River and
Glacier and Elk

i Creeks for the Mon-

: 3 i tana Watercourse at
‘@ Lubrecht Forest.

| Taylor has volun-

¥ teered over 100

~ ing, and primitive
> bow construction.
He is conducting

his own lichen re-
search to establish

Taylor Wilcox bores a ponderosa with Scott the relationship be-
McCleery and After School Club members tween lichens and

various altitudes. He
will major in environmental studies
when he attends college.

Lex Blood to return in June for popular geology program

Swan Ecosystem Center is bring-
ing back geologist and educator Lex
Blood June 28 to conduct a workshop
on the geology of the Swan Valley.

The sign up deadline for this
popular workshop is June 24. People
began signing up as early as April. If

you are interested please contact Swan
Ecosystem Center to get your name on
the list. The workshop is limited to 30
participants. Pack a lunch and be pre-
pared to go outside.

Watch for a full summer educa-
tion program schedule coming soon.

Mission Mountains,
Swan Range fundraiser
planned for Missoula;
Alpine Artisans involved

A September art auction in Mis-
soula will be sponsored by Swan Eco-
system Center and Alpine Artisans to
support the care of the Mission Moun-
tains Wilderness and the Swan Range,
as well as AAI’s Cultural Arts Corri-
dor initiative.

The event will commemorate the
Crown of the Continent—the ecosys-
tem encompassing Waterton Lakes
National Park in Alberta, the wild-
lands of southeast British Columbia,
Glacier National Park, the Bob Mar-
shall and Mission Mountains Wilder-
nesses, and the communities sur-
rounding these natural areas.

Alpine Artisans, Inc., is comprised
of artists and supporters of the arts in
the Swan Valley, Seeley Lake and
Ovando communities. The Cultural
Arts Corridor promotes local art and
culture and celebrates the artists’ con-
nection to wild places.

For several years, SEC has bene-
fited from the generous contributions
of AAI members supporting SEC’s
wilderness and backcountry program.
This is the first year SEC and AAI are
formally joining forces for the benefit
of both.

Artists should contact SEC or AAI
for information on how to participate.
Details will be available in SEC’s sum-
mer newsletter and on the SEC Web
site, SwanEcosystemCenter.com.

Trail Reports

Beginning in June, trail conditions
will be posted on SEC’s Web site.

Funding to support SEC’s 2008
wilderness and backcountry program
also comes from the National Forest
Foundation, Montana Fish Wildlife
and Parks Recreation Trails Program,
and private donors. SEC is applying
for 2009 funding from the FWP Rec-
reation Trails Program.



Bluebird boxes become a community project

Three Seeley-Swan High School The seniors asked the After
seniors joined with Swan Ecosystem School Club to provide long-term
Center’s After gy care for the

School Club to boxes and re-
build, install and & ceived a re-
care for blue bird sounding

1
“YES” from

-
™ 14 the members.

boxes on the Con- |
don airstrip fence.

2008 Budget

Projects: $339,287
Bear Aware
Education
Firewise and Fuels Reduction Grants
Foot Race
Forest Stewardship
Oral Histories
Resource Center
Swan Lands Conservation
Water Quality Monitoring and Restoration

Seniors Tyler The boxes Wilderness Caretaking
Everson, Ben were installed Visitor Center
Mendenhall and April 8. Operating Expenses: $57,825
Caitlin Stone re- Blue birds like (Swan Lands and Elk Creek acquisition funding is not

shown here.)

sponded to long- open areas
time resident June L. to r.: Linnea Hodgskiss, Kimberly Kellogg, Tyler with lots of
Ash’s suggestion  Everson, Wrangell Parcell, Jack Kennedy, Ben snags. They Anticipated Funding Sources
that they meet Mendenhall are one of the Donations,
their community species that Other 19% Gov't Grants

. . . . 37%
service requirement for graduation benefit from burned forests. Blue-
by developing the bluebird box pro- bird boxes provide nesting cavities
. . Non-Gov't
ject. where snags are missing. Grc;ms 24%
YES, I can help please clip and mail

Send checks to Swan Ecosystem Center
6887 Highway 83, Condon, MT 59826

Name Business

Address City State Zip.

Phone E-mail

My Check for $ is enclosed.

If you would like to use your credit card to make a donation, please call SEC at 406/754-3137.
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